
One day the disciples of Jesus said to him ‘please teach us 
how to pray’.

So Jesus told them a good prayer to pray.
Today we call this prayer “The Lord’s Prayer” or “The Our 
Father”.

This prayer is not very long. You don’t need a lot of time 
to pray it. And there are different ways to pray it. One way 
goes like this:

Our Father in heaven. Hallowed Be your name. Your 
kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us 
not into temptation, but save us from evil. The kingdom 
and the power and the glory are Yours. Now and forever. 
Amen.

It is such a short prayer. Only 20 seconds. 
And there are many special things about this prayer. 
But there is only one thing it asks us to do. 
Just one thing.
Only one thing it asks us.
And what is that one thing?
What could it be?

Forgive other people

that’s it!
that’s all!

Cheers and Blessings,
Ingkaarta Basil

Message from 
Ingkaarta Basil

Dear Yirara Families,

It has been a long and lonely term for Yirara College.

We were all very happy and excited to have some of our 
students who were staying in Alice Springs, back to attend 
during the day.  

Our joy was increased when the community travel bans were 
lifted, and we were given permission to have many of our 
boarding students return for Term 3.  It is really important 
for them to catch up on their education.

Their teachers were very enthusiastic and pleased to be able 
to produce “Yirara2u” class each day.  We hope that you, 
your young men and young women were able to watch and 
enjoy the programs produced.  

Our Community Liaison Officers (CLO) should be in 
contact with you to arrange travel on or around the 21st 
of July.  Please ensure that your son or daughter gets on 
the bus, plane or in the car to travel back.  If they miss the 
arranged travel, then another student may travel in place of 
your child the following day.

We look forward to seeing our Yirara students returning for 
Term Three.

May God Bless you and your families, and keep you all safe 
during the school break.

Chris England
Principal

A Word from Our Principal

“Those times when you feel like “Those times when you feel like 
quitting can be times of great quitting can be times of great 

opportunity, for God uses your opportunity, for God uses your 
troubles to help you grow.”troubles to help you grow.”
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Remote Learning with 
Yirara2u

Yirara reached out to its students and families in a brand 
new way this term. With students not able to attend 
Yirara as boarders for most of the term, we decided to 
make a daily television show called Yirara2u, so that 
students in community could still receive an education. 

The staff at Yirara worked very hard to make the 
episodes, which featured different subject areas and 
departments. Each episode had literacy & numeracy 
segments and had an accompanying workbook for 
students to complete.

As well as having the episodes on free to air television 
(ICTV), the episodes were also placed on Facebook and 
YouTube. Some of our students watched from home and 
others watched from local schools. Just having a TV 
show was not enough, so we regularly phoned families 
and had zoom meetings with groups of students. Yirara 
staff also travelled to community to help students with 
the work.  

For some of the term we had day students attending 
Yirara. It was great to have them here, but we certainly 
missed the rest of you, who were out in community. In 
term three we should be able to have a lot more students 
and we certainly are looking forward to being able to see 
you all again. 

While we are waiting for all of you to be allowed back, 
we will keep visiting community, phoning and making 
episodes of Yirara2u. See you soon!

Greg Miller,
Deputy Principal

Term two we were faced with one of the biggest challenges of 
them all, Covid-19. Our lives had changed in an instant, not 
knowing what to expect and when to expect it. During this 
tough time we where able to continue working at Yirara and 
with the communities on lock down we had no children to 
teach. 

Yirara came up with a great way of getting the education to 
you. Yirara2u was made. Episodes of educational programs 
where made for our students, well-being, language, art and 
science where some of the topics that were covered in the 
episodes. Mrs Moesha, Mrs Sophia, Mrs Eloise and Mrs Kylie 
came up with Word of the Day. 47 episodes where filmed and 
aired on ICTV. 

When we were able to find some free time we focused on the 
delivery of the back packs. The back packs were donated from 
Red Dust Role Models, and we filled them with things that we 
thought our girls would like during this time. 

Next term we hope to see you all back at Yirara safe and well. 
Moesha and I are looking forward to term three as we have a 
big term planned out

Kylie Campbell
Yirara Girls Academy Co-ordinator

Girls Academy
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After a long term without students, it is very exciting to have 
some back, and we are looking forward to a bigger group of 
our young people returning term three.  

Drivesafe Term Three 
We have quite a few seniors turning 16 who are now able to 
participate in Drivesafe Training to get their learners license. 
Make sure you return on your arranged travel so you can be 
part of this opportunity.

Vocational and 
Educational Training 

Automotive Intensives
There will be six one-week intensives for the continuing 
students in automotive training.  There will also be some 
vacancies for a few extras. If you want to learn some 
mechanical skills come back early and let one of the Pathways 
team know that you are interested.

Agrifoods
Term three could have some fun surprises in learning for our 
Ag students.  If everaything works well, some calves will arrive 
for participants to look after and train to show standard.  This 
has been a highlight for students in previous years.

Racing / Stablehand training
The horses at the training facility have been put out to 
pasture, and have missed the special care from the Racing / 
Stablehand students. Interesting new units of training are 
coming up. Students have been missed by staff and horses.

Music
Cain has plans for music students to work together as a band, 
learning to write their own songs, and following through with 
practice on campus.

Work Experience, Employment & Industry Visits
Working within the guidelines of ‘the new normal’ 
opportunities will be available to students for industry visits 
and information sessions, work experience and potentially 
employment.  Work experience is one of the best ways to 
develop knowledge and skills in preparation for future 
employment.

Congratulations Mishai
Mishai has returned to recommence his carpentry 
apprenticeship.  He has worked hard to develop the skills he 
needs, and ensure his literacy and numeracy is good enough 
to do his job properly.  We are all very proud of Mishai’s 
achievements.

FILMING for Yirara2u / ICTV will be continuing in Term 
three, we would love some students to help us with filming, 
and do some career interviews. Come and see one of the 
Pathways team when you return if you are interested.

Take care and stay safe.
Pathways Team

PathwaysGirls Academy
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Clontarf
Academy

Term two has been a term like no other but the reduced 
number of students on campus hasn’t seemed to have 
slowed down the level of activity at Yirara.

Yirara2u and the humble telephone have become the vital 
instruments by which we have stayed in touch with the 
fellas who remained on community after the Covid-19 
crisis hit. Thank you to all the mums, dads, aunties, uncles, 
grandmothers and grandfathers for taking our calls and 
keeping us up to date with how the fellas were handling the 
extended break. It meant a lot that you would take our calls 
and keep us connected with you during this crazy time.

Stan, Bomber, Schaylen and Cyril all did an amazing job 
pulling daily episodes together for the ICTV broadcast and 
I would like to thank them for their efforts. Thanks, too, 
to teaching staff for keeping us inspired with your efforts 
behind and in front of the camera.

Back on campus we did have some day students to keep us 
on our toes and I would like to congratulate them for the 
way they handled such an unusual situation. 

One innovation that the Covid-19 crisis has inspired is 
moving some of our activities online. The first one was 
our CLONTARF VIRTUAL PUSH-UP CHALLENGE. 
One Wednesday recess we joined Academies in Geraldton 
(mid-west coast, WA), Dalby (Darling Downs, Qld) and 
Campbelltown (south-west Greater Sydney) for an online 
competition. Each participant had to do a virtual handshake 
and introduce themselves and then do as many push-ups as 
they could. The Yirara fellas were a smaller group but stood 
up to the test for a total of 202 push-ups (with a little help 
from Toby from Headspace). We will be doing a VIRTUAL 
ROUND THE WORLD PING PONG CHALLENGE next 
week against the same Academies!

We even moved our work-site tours online! Our day 
students got a taste of Army life with Donna and Samone 
from the ADF beaming into the Academy room via Zoom. 
The fellas had some really good questions for both recruiters 
and were impressed by the many pathways on offer. 

Another highlight this term was a couple of our fellas 
gaining employment at Kmart. Part-time work during 
school is an amazing way to make some pocket money but 
also to learn about the skills you will need to make it in the 
real world. Kmart have been really supportive and will look 
to hire more young men from Yirara next term.

As a celebration of their efforts as day students we offered 
an evening at Earth Sanctuary and a morning sunrise walk 
to Mt Gillen. It was a brilliant night and awesome to see 
the reaction to a close-up of the moon through their high-
powered telescope. It was a 5:30 wake-up call to chase the 
sun up the next morning with Bomber, Cyril, Schaylen, Dan 
and Jed from Boarding – another special experience.
We are all looking forward to the numbers growing in the 
coming weeks. There are some exciting events already 
planned for Term three and we can’t wait to rip into them. 

Keep safe, everybody, and let’s all make sure 2020 finishes 
better than it has started!

Dan Toner
Yirara Clontarf Academy Director
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Male Boarding
Hello from Male Boarding, we have plenty to look forward 
too during term three at Yirara College, all of the sports 
should be back up and running in Alice spring with all the 
teams training to once again compete against each other.

AFL and Rugby league should be back in action, Netball 
and Volleyball will be available and running in town, and 
we will also have our Yirara in house sports happening 
throughout the term. The Go Karts will be up and running 
during the cold season as well as the Battle of the Dorms 
challenges.

House parents have put a fresh coat of paint around our 
boarding area and have been very busy planning another 
great term of action packed activities, we are looking 
forward to listening to all the stories about what has been 
going on back home in community and all the hunting 
trips out bush, hearing all about the many fish that were 
caught and spending time around the camp fire talking 
story.

We can’t wait to whip you mob on the basketball court and 
palm you off on the footy field.

Look after each other and your family stay fit and healthy 
and we will catch you around when you get back.

God Bless, 
Boarding Brothers.

Female Boarding
Term two has been very different in Female Boarding. 

Staff have been busy filming episodes for Yirara2u, 
cleaning out and redecorating the dorms, making phone 
calls home to ladies to catch up, doing staff professional 
development and writing cooking, wellness, health and 
homework based programs for when students return.

We stayed busy working together and finishing projects 
but we all missed having the ladies around the dorms in 
female boarding with us. 
 
All of our dorms now comply with the Government’s 
strict COVID guidelines and we were very excited to have 
some of our ladies back for the last three weeks of Term 
Two. 
 
We can’t wait to have more ladies back with us in 
term Three. Miss Krystal has some fabulous activities 
and outings planned for us and we can’t wait to see 
our ladies dressed in their new sporting uniforms as 
they go off to play basketball and beach volleyball.  
We are starting yoga to increase strength, fitness and 
wellbeing and will be doing homework and literacy 
and numeracy based activities four times a week in the 
afternoons to help improve academic performance. Our 
five garden beds have been planted and we are looking 
forward to eating the nice, fresh vegetables when they are 
ready.
 

So, until we see you all in term three, stay safe and well, 
and we can’t wait to see you all at the start of term three.
 
Lisa Wolff,
Head of Female Boarding
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The fellas had some really good questions for both recruiters 
and were impressed by the many pathways on offer. 

Another highlight this term was a couple of our fellas 
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also to learn about the skills you will need to make it in the 
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to hire more young men from Yirara next term.
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Term Two - 2020Term Two - 2020

A Look IntoA Look Into

Miss Andrea and Miss Sandra Zoom catch ups with Minyerri

The fellas enjoying some cooking sessions

Early morning training Clontarf BBQ breakfast

Morning Worship in our Chapel

Some ladies making fruit drinks

Mr Dan helping in class

Mr Shane and Mr Daniel mailing out our Yirara2u work books

Christian Studies
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Term Two - 2020Term Two - 2020
Rugby game in town BBQ

Mr Shane and Mr Daniel mailing out our Yirara2u work books

Friday afternoon sports

Agrifoods lessons

Miss Fleur is Superwoman

Working in class
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For more information, please contact the College on 

(08) 8950 5644 or email   info@yirara.nt.edu.au

Yirara College was established initially in 1973 as a government secondary residential college for the traditionally oriented Aboriginal 
students. Later in 1991 negotiations between Finke River Mission (FRM), the Central Australian Aboriginal parent family client group, 
the Northern Territory Government and the Federal Government commenced with the aim of FRM assuming control of the college. 

FRM assumed control of the college in 1993.

Today Yirara College is a vibrant and busy community providing a wide range of teaching and recreational resources to its boarding students.

Yirara College of the Finke River Mission

Kintore Campus Projects

Yirara held it’s first YEMA Awards night.

Broken into 22 categories, our Yirara Education 
Media Awards night was a time to acknowledge the 

hard work, team work and our new skills. We are 
looking forward to sharing them with our students.

Miss Cate
Best Female Actor

Mr Shane
Best Male Actor

Music Team
Best VideoWellbeing Team

Best Script

Kintore School visit to Yirara, Term One 2020

Our musician’s waistcoat art
We have two art / STEM projects a term. This term it was making 
a musician’s waistcoat art piece. It took between 5 - 7 hours per 
student to complete - including alterations and repeats.

It was a very interesting project. Firstly, we cut out the shape of the 
waistcoat then divided it into three sections. Each section needed 
to have its own theme, all based on musical instruments, musical 
notes and personal patterns. The middle section was allocated 
for the buttons on the waistcoat. We also had to incorporate four 
pieces of music sheets into the artwork. Each student did what 
they thought best for their design. Finally, we all made a framed 
background to mount our waistcoat. As you can see it really 
became a unique creation for each student following exactly the 
same guidelines.
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