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Message from the Principal

With new measures in place, we have had to adapt in 
many areas. Both staff and students have taken this on 
board very well.

Yirara2U TV continues 4 days a week for those who 
cannot get into Yirara but are continuing their education 
via distance learning

Overall, despite the challenges, term 3 has been a really 
great term with many activities and sports opportunities 
for students.  

We look forward to term 4 as we continue with the
privilege of educating your young men and young 
women.

Chris England
Principal

Term 3 presented many challenges as we worked with the 
restrictions placed upon us by Covid-19.  

Both staff and students have been supportive as we 
continue to provide a high-quality education to students 
in Communities and here in Alice Springs. We have not 
been able to travel between states, but we have 
regularly engaged in sport in Alice Springs, and one trip 
was made to Tennant Creek to play AFL.

This term we heard a beautiful story from 
the Gospel of Luke Chapter 7. It is about 
woman who washed Jesus’ feet with her 
tears. She had a bad reputation. But 
Jesus loved her. After hearing about the 
story we sang a song about what she did.  
The song is written by Robin Mann.

She washed His feet with her tears

She came in and stood behind him
carried a jar in her hand
poured the perfume she bought for Jesus,
let down her hair for this man
they were undecided about who he was
should they acclaim or condemn
Oh, when everyone else was unclear
She washed his feet with her tears

Simon’s eyes were disapproving
Did Jesus know what she was?
Did a prophet need signs to tell him
She was a breaker of laws?
She’d a a reputation for being to free
now she was kissing his feet

It’s outrageous but that’s her career
She washes feet with her tears

Like a magnet he draws these people, 
prodigals all coming home
Though their names are unrecorded
he recognises his own
In this world their status may be second 
best
they may be common or plain
but they’re all number one people here
She washes feet with her tears

Jesus turned to his host for dinner
Simon do you see what she’s done
She gave me a feast of welcome
you gave me just a few crumbs
Though her life may not be upright or 
correct 
she knows the meaning of love
she deserves your applause not your 
sneer
She washed my feet with her tears

Did she cry in celebration?

was it a sign of release?
Or was she anticipating
blood as the price of her peace?
Did she dream of arms stretching out on 
a cross,
Jesus embracing the world?
Long before he was stuck with a spear
She washed his feet with her tears

Things will never be quite normal
nothing will be quite the same
even though his death was ugly
Jesus has got quite a name
In a world where carpenters rise from the 
dead, 
nothing is settled or fixed
every moment his love interferes
he washes feet with his tears

Robin Mann 1992 

Message from Ingkaarta Basil



Yirara2u

The Yirara2u initiative was created as a way to remain in touch and engage our students who are unable to regularly 
attend school at Yirara College. This method of televised learning has shown to really capture our student’s attention 
and keep them part of the learning that is happening here at school, even though they cannot be here themselves. 

This term Yirara2u looked a little bit different. Instead of it being teacher fueled in the absence of students, the 
responsibility was shifted to a small team, focussed on creating content for term 3 Yirara2u. The team, consisting of 
Taison & Heidi Palale and myself worked alongside teachers and students to capture key moments of fun, learning and 
engagement at Yirara. We work daily during school hours to film, edit and produce engaging learning material that gets 
broadcasted on ICTV weekdays at 2:00pm. As the producer it has been a pleasure working with my team, colleagues 
and students to produce Yirara2u content. 

Rebecca Stephens



Congratulations to award winners 

Alonzo Nelson, Anthony Nish and Jessie 

Stafford



Colour Smash
This year saw another Colour Smash as we try to 
make this one of the ‘main events’ in our school 
calendar. 

On a very hot and sunny Friday afternoon, our 
students started the event off with some teamwork 
by playing a whole school game of Capture the Flag. 
This was a good chance for our students to get soaked 
in the sprinklers and for our teacher to start the ‘fun 
and games’ by covering our students in different 
colours.

Then we moved over to the fella’s oval to begin our 
Colour Smash Fun Run. Some of our students ran, 
some walked around the school as they navigated 
their way through obstacles, water hoses and 
teachers waiting eagerly with handfuls and bottles 
filled with colour. 

Students who were rewarded for their effort 
throughout the day were Alonzo Nelson, Anthony 
Nish and Jessie Stafford. 

We finished the day with a massive colour fight and 
final celebration which was filmed by Mr Imms.

A massive thank you to the students for participating 
in the event and a massive shout out to all the staff 
who helped with the setting up of the event, the 
running of the event and the packing down of all the 
obstacles afterwards. It is safe to say that everyone 
had a fantastic time at the Colour Smash this year 
and we look forward to this event happening for 
years to come.



Girls Academy
We have had a busy term in Girls Academy with lots 
of activities and programs for the girls to participate 
in. Our ladies played in the school girl AFL 
competition against teams from different schools in 
Alice Springs. The ladies performed really well over 
the course of the competition and just missed out on 
the Grand Final. 

The junior ladies enjoyed a sleepover in the academy 
room during week 6. It was a nice relaxing evening 
with the girls and we are looking forward to our next 
sleepover with the senior ladies!

We continued with the strong young women 
program this term with Red Dust Role Models. We 
had the pleasure of having Beth and Luke McKenzie 
come to the college and talk to the girls about their 
journey to becoming professional triathletes. The 
 ladies enjoyed hearing their stories and thank them 
for coming to Yirara College.

Every Monday and Wednesday 
afternoon throughout term 3, our 
senior fellas have had the privilege of 
travelling into town and training at 
G-Training Boxing Gym. 

Our senior fellas partook in the MAD 
(Making a Difference) program, which 
combines boxing and strength 
training with mentoring around 
making good choices, anger 
management and respect and 
leadership. 

Although our fellas struggled with 
the hard workouts in the beginning, it 
has been fantastic to see the fellas dig 
deep and be resilient, encourage and 
push each other and most 
importantly, learning and having fun 
along the way. 

A big thank you to Coach Steve at 
G-Training for sharing your gym and 
wisdom with our fellas. Also, a 
massive show of appreciation to Dan 
and the Clontarf team who were a 

huge help with providing your space 
for our fellas to use, washing the 
fellas wraps and Guernsey’s and 
driving the fellas to and from their 
sessions. 

It has been amazing to see these 
fellas grow closer as a group and I 
encourage this group of men to 
continue to look after their bodies, 
continue to train hard and continue 
to be leaders and try to make good 
choices.

Senior Fitness



Clontarf
It was amazing to have the lifeblood of Yirara – our students – flowing through the place again in term 3. It meant that 
we were able to up the ante on our activities and work with the school to welcome the fellas back to a full and vibrant 
life on campus.

Our first big footy event for the term was the Stuart Highway Challenge in Tennant Creek. The Yirara Brumbies senior 
side played in a rotational challenge against the Barkly Blazers and the CSC Desert Eagles. It was a tough slog against 
two quality teams but the undermanned Brumbies stood tall and played with grit and Clontarf Spirit all day. 

Away from the footy field, the seniors participated in the annual Clontarf Employment Forum. The fellas got to hear 
from several providers about the employment opportunities on offer in the Alice Springs region once they have 
completed their schooling. 

Another massive highlight was our Year 12 fellas running footy clinics for the young legends at Amoonguna 
Community School. There are some serious footballers coming through!

For the juniors, the big draw was the Red Centre Cup against the CMS Titans. Over four weeks the Young Brumbies 
played home and away matches against the Titans before hosting a Grand Final out at Yirara. While the Titans got the 
chocolates, the Brumbies played with great heart and determination despite being the younger side.

Our junior fellas were also fortunate enough to enjoy an audience with some Clontarf alumni in Q and A sessions this 
term. Catjetan Dunn and Kurt Abbott, who both work here at Yirara, were able to impart some incredibly powerful 
advice to the young men at Yirara about the importance of education in getting great life outcomes.   

That’s not to mention the rock climbing, supporting homework club with Male Boarding, male grooming lessons for the 
older lads, off-site trainings, basketball games… the list goes on!

We have a HUGE Term 4 planned (including our Major Trip for the Year 12s) so don’t be late getting back, fellas! 
See you next term!



Work Experience

Yirara College aims to transition students from education into the work place; the Senior Years Learning 
Framework supports this. 

One of the aspects of this program is to gain experience through industry tours and work experience. Each 
term our senior students have the opportunity to head out to various locations including CAAMA, ICTV, 
SALVOS, GAPS Kitchen, Parks and Wildlife, Coles and other industries for real hands on work experience. 

Students have the opportunity to try something new and gain invaluable employability skills that are 
required for future employment. This round of work experience was a huge success with several of our 
senior students offered ongoing work or work experience. 

We would like to acknowledge and give thanks to the local businesses in Alice Springs for hosting and 
supporting our young people for work experience.

Congratulations to our students for your successful participation in work experience. 

Dean Clutterbuck commented in regards to Karl’s work at 
the Salvation Army Thrift shop

 “an asset to any employer… grasps new knowledge and 
skills quickly… high leadership qualities… has the 
aptitude to achieve anything he puts his mind to…”

Telisha after her second day at ICTV commented, 
“I had the best day ever, tomorrow we are going to be 
filming our feet”

Calessio enjoyed his placement at Simpsons Gap with 
the Parks and Wildlife Rangers,
 “I had the best day, I saw a snake and a dingo today”.



MacqLit

The MacqLit program is continuing to assist our 
students with their understanding of spelling, 
grammar, vocabulary and phonetics.  

All the students have continued on with MacqLit groups, 
and built on skills from previous terms. There has been an 
increase of confidence within a lot of students and a 
noticeable improvement with sentence structure and 
comprehension. It is pleasing to see their growing 
confidence and progress in reading. 

MacqLit is regularly assessed and students move up 
through the program as they gain specific skills.

Staff from outside the classroom also came to listen 
to the sharing of the first languages of our country.
 
Students have begun sharing words and insights 
from Yankuntjatjara, Luritja, Arrernte, Warlpiri, 
Warumungu, Mudburra, Anmatyerr, Jawoyn, Kriol, 
Gumatj, Yanyuwa, Garrwa and Ngarinman! 

We look forward to continuing the Sharing Language 
blocks in Term 4.

MacqLit classes have run again this term for all the 
students at Yirara. MacqLit focuses on sequential 
instruction of all the components necessary for 
reading. 

All students from Yr 7 to Yr 13 participated in small group 
instruction, across the school. The small groups of similar 
ability has encouraged participation and involvement of 
students within the program.

This term we began something new at Yirara. 

In week 6 and 7 of Term 3, Yirara students began 
a time in which they have an opportunity to share 
words and phrases of their first languages with their 
teachers and with each other. Teachers and staff are 
the students, and the students are doing the sharing 
and teaching!

Language Class



Male Boarding
What a fantastic term it has been in our space, with the 
limited number of young men being able to attend it has 
given us plenty of time to learn more about our students 
and in return share a little more about ourselves. 

Living and working within the restrictions has been a 
challenge but one that has been accepted and 
overcome by all the students and staff at Yirara College.

Our weekends have been full of activity and packed full of 
fun and laughter, the participation from our young men 
has been exceptional this term. We, the Boarding 
Brothers, would like to thank each and every young man 
for their commitment to their education and the role they 
play upholding the brotherhood that has been formed in 
the Boarding space.

We are looking forward to having more adventures and 
make more memories in term 4.

Boarding Brothers.

What a Term! We have enjoyed having such a great mix 
of young ladies here with us this term. Several ladies have 
tried new sports this term, representing Yirara at Beach 
Volleyball, Tag Rugby and AFL. We are very proud of their 
efforts.

Saturday shopping is still popular, with ladies now 
receiving $30 pocket money each week to spend.

Our ladies need to be praised on the very mature and 
diligent way they participate in our Tuesday and 
Thursday night homework sessions. 

Highlights of the term have included an AFL game at 
Traeger Park to watch the Melbourne Demons defeat 
St Kilda, watching some of the Red Centre Nats, visits 
to the Sunday and Night Markets in the Todd Mall and 
watching some local AFL and AFLW games.

From all of the staff in Female Boarding, we wish you all a 
happy, blessed and safe holiday enjoying the company of 
your families, and look forward to welcoming 
everyone back for Term Four.

Female Boarding



Awards
Flexi
Teacher: Ms. Sandra Cooper

Most Improved  Bruce Charlie
Maths                        Manacjia Karkadoo
Christian Studies  Manacjia Karkadoo
Music                    Bruce Charlie
Digital Technologies          Peter Leo

Middle School 7/8 A   
Teacher: Mrs. Fleur Moreng

Most Improved   Keshawn Wilfred
Integrated Learning   Antwone Miller 
Maths    Dexter Daniels
Christian Studies  Rickarlia Foster
Music    Raphael Twobob
HPE –    Manacjia Karkadoo
Digital Technologies  Keshawn Wilfred
Art    Rickarlia Foster
Careers    Rickarlia Foster

Middle School 7/8C   
Teacher: Mr. Michael Jantzen 

Most Improved   Nicodia Farrell
Integrated Learning  Siteya Evans
Maths    Kadeem Lary
Christian Studies  Liam Thompson
Music    Jordan Rubuntja
HPE    Liam Thompson
Science     Orlando Rubuntja
Art     Jordan Rubuntja
Careers    Deklan Charlie
Digital Technologies   Noah Noble

Middle School 7/8D   
Teacher: Mr. Liko Alosio

Most Improved    Emily Henderson
Integrated Learning   Licardo Nuggett
Math     Sharona Sandy
Christian Studies  Rahkarl Kerr
Music    Shania Kelly
HPE    Rahkarl Kerr
Art    Rahkarl Kerr
Careers                  Renaisha Wilfred
Digital Technologies  Shania Kelly

Middle School 9B  
Teacher: Mrs. Elizabeth Bishop

Most Improved   Ackland Lauder
Integrated Learning  Javis Noble
Math    Calvin Rankine-Miller
Christian Studies  Clay Tilmouth
Music     Tycelle Douglas
HPE    Clay Tilmouth
Science    Tycelle Douglas 
Art    Tycelle Douglas
Careers    Tyrone Petrick
Digital Technologies  Tycelle Douglas

Foundations A
Teacher: Ms. Andrea Hardy

Most Improved   Deanna Charlie
Integrated Learning   Kyanne Campbell 
Math     Dorean Grant
Christian Studies  Kashana Goodwin
Music     Darius Sherrin 
HPE     Kashana Goodwin
Science    Sunny Dixon 
Art     Deanna Charlie
Careers    Sunny Dixon
Digital Technologies  Kyanne Campbell
Pathways    Peter Morris

Senior Class A   
Teacher: Mrs. Sophie Baliva

Most Improved   Bethany Miller
Integrated Learning   Wendell Patterson
Math     Wendell Patterson
Christian Studies   Karl Kenny-Cooper
Music    Zacc Stafford
Science    Wendell Patterson
Art    Wendell Patterson
Digital Technologies   Alec Wilson
HPE     Alec Wilson
Careers    Shade Evans
Pathways   Alec Wilson

Senior Class C
Teacher: Mr Paul Wighton

Most Improved    Linton Butcher
PLP       Telisha Watson
Math      Tyrone Charlie
Christian Studies   Sheneil Henderson
Music    Telisha Watson
Careers    Tyrone Charlie
HPE     Sheneil Henderson
Digital Technologies   Tyrone Charlie
Pathways    Sheneil Henderson



For more information, please contact the College on 

(08) 8950 5644 or email   info@yirara.nt.edu.au

Yirara College was established initially in 1973 as a government secondary residential college for the 
traditionally oriented Aboriginal students. Later in 1991 negotiations between Finke River Mission 
(FRM), the Central Australian Aboriginal parent family client group, the Northern Territory Government 
and the Federal Government commenced with the aim of FRM assuming control of the college. 

FRM assumed control of the college in 1993.

Yirara College of the Finke River Mission


