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Term four has been a hectic term with lots of activities for students. As well as regular classes where 
seniors have been working towards their NTCET (Northern Territory Certificate of Education and 
Training), students have also had the opportunity to go on camps and excursions. We have had the 
colour smash event, swimming carnival, work experience, senior formal, Christmas concert and a 
very special Baptism and First Communion. 
 
Staff have enjoyed caring for and teaching your young men and women. We are very excited to see 
them grow into strong future leaders. You can be very proud of their achievements.
 
At this time of year, Christian society has traditionally celebrated new life in the birth of Jesus Christ. 
We wish you, your family, and your whole community peace over this time. We pray that you only 
experience the goodwill of mankind as you meet with family and friends. 
 
We look forward to students returning next year and the opportunity to continue 
providing a high-quality education to your family.

God’s Blessing
Principal Chris England

Mr England talking at our Senior Formal - 2022
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Heywire is an exciting competition from the ABC, calling for stories written by 16 to 22 year old 

students in regional, rural and remote Australia.

Yirara is very excited to announce that our student Tyrese Holmes from Ampliatwatja, 500km 

northeast from Alice Springs, has won the Heywire writing competition for Central Australia 2023.

It has been quite a process, from submitting his original story to working through multiple versions. 

It was great when Tyrese offered to include his language in the narration. The team from ABC, 

along with Peter Gunders and Emma Haskin worked hard to help pull his story together. Next year 

Tyrese will have the opportunity to fly to Canberra and be part of the Heywire summit with students 

from across Australia.

Have a listen to all the marvellous stories here:- https://www.abc.net.au/heywire 

ABC Reporter Emma Haskin and Tyrese working through the script.                                            Tyrese on a phone interview.

Tyrese a winner - Heywire 2023Ingkaarta Basil
Yirara College Baptism and Communion Day 2022

On Sunday, 6th November 16 students were baptised at the Yirara College Chapel, and 28 
celebrated their first Communion. 

Students’ families travelled a long way to be there, some from over a thousand kilometres 
away. Students taking part came from across the Northern Territory, from the desert, Barkly 
Tablelands, Gulf of Carpentaria, Gurindji country on the edge of the Kimberley, near the border 
with W.A, and from the northern Arnhemland coast!  

Communities included Imanpa, Papunya, Titjikala, Yuelamu, Ntaria, Alice Springs, Ti Tree, 
Tennant Creek, Borroloola, Robinson River, Doomadgee, Kalkaringi, and Galiwinku on Elcho 
Island.

Ingkaarta Rev Simon Dixon from Ikuntji, together with Karina Penhall and Ingkaarta Rev 
Basil assisted with the celebration of Baptism and Communion. Karina Penhall presented the 
College with a banner celebrating the sacraments completed while studying at Nungalinya 
College in Darwin.

The Yirara staff band played beautifully with many students joining the band on percussion.
Some of the songs were sung in Luritja and Pitjantjatjara with help from the Mission-block 
choir.

Nunga Williams from Ntaria community presented baptism candles, Mrs Chris Altus, Christian 
Studies teacher at Yirara helped with communion and Alloy Hayes from Titjikala read the 
readings for the day.

After the celebrations in the Chapel, the families of students joined together for dinner on the 
lawns and enjoyed a gospel concert from Ingkaarta Simon Dixon and his band, with Yirara 
deputy Principal Greg Miller joining in on bass guitar.

Many Thanks to everyone who worked hard to make this day happen.

“And there were shepherds out in the field, keeping 
watch by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them.”
Luke 2:8-9

https://www.abc.net.au/heywire
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Senior students, staff and family gathered at the Hideaway restaurant, Alice Springs to 
acknowledge their 12th year of schooling.

Keanu Martin, Aloyiscois Hayes, Leyton Anderson, Deanna Charlie, Skye Hayes, Frederica 
Godilla, Leroy Jones, Carlos Bill, Jadekiyah Evans, Peter Morris and Kathan Dixon- 
Stafford received certificates of acknowledgment for their schoolwork, and silver crosses to 
acknowledge their Christian faith. 

We were blessed to see our young adults dressed in their best, have photo opportunities 
with family, friends, and staff, share a meal, and finish the evening with some spectacular 
dancing. 

For those moving out into the world of work and to those returning to Yirara for Year 13, we 
are proud of you all.

Congratulations on all of your achievements. We wish you the best for your future.

Senior Students - 2022

At the start of term 4, staff and students traveled to the Centre for Appropriate Technology on the Desert 
Knowledge campus to participate in training for the Construction Site Induction White Card.

White Card holders are permitted to work on or visit a construction site, which is also a prerequisite for 
most mechanical and maintenance workshops.

All 12 students completed their training, which provided them with safety training for the construction 
industry.

Congratulations to Patrick Campbell, Kathan Dixon-Statford, Carlos Bill, Jadekiyah Evans, Micah 
Glenn, Leroy Jones, Tobias Hume, Leyton Anderson, Guy Noonan, Tenace Mulholland, Zadok Paddy, 
Anton Paddy, along with two staff, Stan from Pathways and Ben from Clontarf. 

The Pathways team can now seek extra construction industry work experience and employment 
opportunities for these students.

White Card TrainingSenior Formal - 2022

“For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, 

which is Christ the Lord.”

Luke 2:11
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Students have had a very productive and action-packed time in our music department, 
learning about music dynamics and how composers use specific volumes and tempos in their 
music to help evoke moods and emotions.

Students are developing their skills on the drums, guitar, bass, and 
piano, and there has been a lot more singing and rapping this term. 
They have also continued composing and programming original music 
using Ableton software with exciting and creative results!

In Industry Connections, five senior fellas are learning to collaborate 
in writing and recording a song from scratch, which they succeeded 
in doing!

The fellas named their band Cheeseburger Boys, and their song is 
called ‘Slack’. Keep watching YiraraTV to hear more.

Thomas Jessen-Cox – Music Teacher.

Shye Noonan, Shayley ElstonPart of our Academic Challenge

Deputy Principal Greg Miller Farewell Message Music

Cy Hayes, Michael Clarke, Duwayne Murrungun

Life is a journey.

After years of Covid restrictions, life at Yirara started to return to normal in 2022. Our students 
were again able to go on excursions, take part in after-school sports and go on school camps. 
Our senior fellas even had the opportunity to travel to the Gold Coast with the Clontarf Academy. 
It was great that they could enjoy the activities and the many opportunities offered for students 
at Yirara College.

We were able to have our formal and our end-of-year assembly without restriction and had in 
attendance many family members of our Year 12 students, some of whom had travelled great 
distances to witness the occasion.

As we look back on this year, there are many highlights and the progress of some of our students 
was amazing. These successes do not always come easily or quickly. It takes resilience, hard 
work and time to achieve set goals. 

The amount of time spent at school is important, and at our end-of-year assembly, attendance 
awards were presented. These awards were presented to eleven students, two of whom were 
given the award for attending for more than five years!

At Yirara, all the staff consider it a privilege to look after and educate the young people you 
send to us. Thank you for trusting us to educate your young men and women for their future.

I have been at Yirara College for seven years and have decided to move on to the next part 
of my journey, so this will be my last newsletter article. I thank all the students & their families 
that I have had the pleasure of meeting for having had the opportunity to serve you at Yirara 
College.

God Bless

Greg Miller

Deputy Principal
Some of the fellas in the “Cheeseburger Boys” band

Shinaya Murphy on piano Micky, Patreace, Tilly
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It has been another blockbuster term four down at the Yirara Academy in 2022.

Congratulations to all of our Year 12 
leavers who are blazing a trail for 
themselves and their families, readying 
themselves for life in the workforce. We 
know you will do us all proud as you 
continue to grow into amazing young 
men. 

We were lucky enough to be able to take senior fellas to Brisbane and the Gold Coast for our major 
trip this year (the first since Covid!). Their behaviour, gratitude and camaraderie were first-rate and 
made the trip an absolute blast for everyone. 

We also had camps to Yuendumu with our Year 10/11 fellas and to Hamilton Downs with our juniors. 
These camps are so important in bringing the fellas together as one group and spending quality time 
away from the pressures of school and boarding life. 

Another highlight this term was the Year 9 Triathlon. 
The fellas trained up in the three disciplines 
(swimming, cycling and running). Each competitor 
was able to complete the triathlon, which was an 
unbelievable effort. 

As part of our support for the Alice Springs 
Community, some juniors helped pack people’s 
groceries at Woolies and help load their cars and 
our Year 12’s also went down to Yeperenye to help sell bandannas for CanTeen week.

During the term there were footy matches, morning trainings, health checks and fellas gaining casual 
work, Alice Springs Clontarf Awards Night, Good Bunch Lunches, carpark marshalling at the Alice 
Springs Turf Club and our involvement with the Rusted Gems Cuz Congress project.

Thank you to all the staff at Yirara College for your support. 

And special shout-out to Alloy and Leyton who gained their P-Plates!

We will be back in 2023 for our best year yet – see you then, fellas!

Clontarf Academy Stars Foundation

Stars Mentors 
Hi, our names are Shania and Papa. We previously worked in Female Boarding at Yirara, and 
when we heard about the Stars Program starting, we jumped at the opportunity!
We absolutely love working with the girls and young women at Yirara 
and get a lot of satisfaction out of seeing them grow and achieve 
milestones. Shania loves all things art and gardening, and Papa 
loves kicking a footy and playing any sports. 
We look forward to all there is to come. 

What is Stars Foundation? Stars provide a holistic program that supports 
Indigenous girls and young women to attend and remain engaged at school, complete Year 12 
and move into work or further study. Our program is based on strong, trusting relationships. 
The Stars Room provides a culturally safe, warm environment where the girls and young 
women feel nurtured and inspired. 

Our favourite time of every year is celebrating the 
wonderful achievements of the girls and young 
women. 

In December, we celebrated our first-ever Yirara 
College Stars Awards Night! The Awards given on 
the night acknowledged our young Star’s hard work 
and commitment in what has been a very busy 
term for them. We were honoured to have families, 
friends, teachers, and Elders in attendance.

Miss Flo presented the Senior School Awards to our ladies.

The night started with a relaxing BBQ on the lawns, where students and families reconnected 
and shared yarns over a burger and salad. We then moved into the Yirara College chapel 
to commence the formal proceedings for the night. Our superstar MCs were Patreace and 
Alesha with Qitarah saying an Acknowledgment of Country. It’s not easy speaking in front of 
an audience so we commend the ladies for being super brave and doing an amazing job!

Papa and Shania



10 11

Senior Class A (SCA) visited the Year six class of Living Waters Lutheran School this term to share 
some culture-related activities. Mr Paul Tolliday, wanted our students to see that their cultural 
knowledge was appreciated and valued by non-Indigenous people The visit was part of Yirara’s 
Industry Connection Tourism and Business class.

Our first visit was on a Monday so we could get to know each other by playing some Indigenous 
outside games and having fun together. Then we returned Thursday to run five, ten-minute activities 
in a round-robin process. Aloyiscois and Anton did an activity focusing on their first languages, three 
art activities were run by Alesha, Deanna, Leyton, Micah, and Jarrod. It was great to connect with 
staff and students at our Lutheran sister school in Alice Springs and for our students to realise how 
valuable the knowledge is that they have and can share with others.

We hope that this will be the start of many future visits.

SCA Class visit Living Waters

C
oo

ki
ng

 C
la

ss
es

La
ng

ua
ge

 C
la

ss

Yirara is a melting pot of different language groups.  Many students speak 3-4 languages.  
This has resulted in the birth of what is now known as Shared Language Classes.  It is 
a space where students are grouped in their different language groups and get to share 
their language with the teachers in charge of the group.  As staff, we learn about their 
language, culture, and country.

For the past two years, I have been working with the Pitjantjatjara language group.  
Pitjantjatjara is one of the languages spoken in Central Australia, and I learned much 
from the students. The students have been very enthusiastic and have enjoyed working 
on translating various aspects of the school, such as the School Creed, Benediction, and 
our Motto – One Family, God’s Family.

Cooking classes are always popular with students. The Middle School learnt how to 
work as a team and cooked pikelets, then added vegetables into our menu and made 
delicious corn fritters.  We even put pumpkin into our cupcakes which made them 
healthier and a lovely orange colour. They were topped off with a cream cheese icing. 
The senior school used the ovens more often; making Lasagne, Honey BBQ Chicken 
Wings, Orange Pineapple and Walnut Cake and Pavlova, which was served with 
whipped cream and mixed berries. We explored foods from other countries, including 
Spinach and Feta Filos from Greece, Chicken Pad Thai from Asia, Guacamole 
(avocado) from Mexico and a fibre rich Toasted Muesli which was delicious! Students 
practised finer skills such as slowly blending ingredients to produce a professional 
mayonnaise which was added to their chicken and celery sandwiches.
All in all, every student worked well in the kitchen, sharing jobs, cleaning up without 
a fuss and then sitting down to enjoy the lovely food. We often had visitors passing 
by the kitchen in the afternoon, and food was happily shared. Well done young chefs!

Making mayonnaise Working on our School Creed
Clayton using a knife safely.
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For more information, please contact the College on 

(08) 8950 5644 or email   info@yirara.nt.edu.au

Yirara College was established initially in 1973 as a government secondary residential college for Aboriginal students.
Later in 1991 negotiations between Finke River Mission (FRM), the Central Australian Aboriginal parent family client group, the Northern Territory 

Government and the Federal Government commenced with the aim of FRM assuming control of the college.
FRM assumed control of the college in 1993.

Today Yirara College is a vibrant and busy community providing a wide range of teaching and recreational resources to its boarding students.

Yirara College of the Finke River Mission
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l This year’s Yirara College Swimming Carnival was a fun and exciting success for both staff 
and students. Students had the chance to compete in various chant-offs and inflatable pool 
games.

Students also had the chance to display their swimming ability in freestyle, relay and staff 
vs students’ races. 

Each of the four teams, Kramer, Duguid, Fleming and Albrecht showed excellent team spirit 
as they cheered their representatives to the finish line with each race and activity. The 
overall winner of the day was Albrecht house.

The delicious BBQ lunch was served by Clontarf, and after the formalities, staff and students 
relaxed at the end of their afternoon with a free swim.

A huge thank you to everyone that was involved in the day! It made it a very memorable and 
fun whole school event!


