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Dear Parents, Caregivers and families. 

Term three has been jam-packed. 

Yirara students have been involved in a range of activities, such as work experience, camps, making 
career choices, visits by outside community members, as well as attending regular classes.

There have been six student cases of Covid-19, and each was required to isolate for seven days. 
Seven staff have also been off sick with Covid-19, throughout this term. We are delighted with the 
support that we have had from communities and families in helping to reduce Covid-19 cases.

We held a sad farewell for Miss Sophia Baliva, the previous head of Girls Academy as she left to 
return to teaching. We thank her for her time and support for our young ladies.

The STARS Foundation now replaces the Girls Academy here on Yirara College campus and started 
towards the end of this term.  The STARS Foundation programme is similar to Clontarf, for young 
ladies and have started planning a lot of exciting activities next term.

A special thanks to all of the Yirara staff who have worked very hard this term, filling in for classes, 
covering yard duties and the extra work required as schools across Australia continue to experience 
staff shortages.

We look forward to seeing you all next term.
Kind regards 
Chris England - Principal

Mr England talking with Kadeem Larry, Carlos Bill and Peter Morris at our Industry Connections Expo.
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Ingkaarta Basil

Roper River, Northern Territory, Ngukurr

What are the blessings of heaven?

What are the blessings of earth?

And what are the blessings of the sea?  
of the sky?

What do you think about this blessing?

‘I like this blessing very much.’

‘I like it because it talks about things 
that I can see.’

‘I like it because it includes everyone.’

‘I like it because it talks about love.’

‘I like it because it talks about Christ.’

‘And I like it because it talks about you.’

The blessings of heaven
The blessings of earth
The blessings of sea 

and of sky
On all we love this day
And on every human 

family
The gifts of heaven
The gifts of earth

The gifts of sea and of sky

In the name of Christ
Who loves you

In the morning before school starts we share a blessing.

The blessing we share is this:
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In week five, students were placed into small teams, each with a student leader.

The students had to race around the school to complete a series of challenges 
prepared by staff. Some of the activities included putting a story back together, guess 
the song, flying paper planes, shooting hoops, first aid, Pictionary and solving logic 
problems.

All students participated with respect and enthusiasm. Congratulations to team 
leaders Leroy Jones, Shirlinda Elston and Leyton Anderson who led their teams to a 
three-way victory.

Pick the language/country challenge

Clayton Hayes, Micah Glenn and Alec Wilson working out how to win the challenge.

Pick the maze race challenge.

Academic Challenge
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Looking for treasure from the nearby garnet fields. 

Throughout this year our Year Nine students have had the opportunity to attend weekly 
excursions off campus. These outings are to help develop social and emotional skills, build 
an appreciation for our country and spend quality time together.

A highlight of our Term Three excursions was a full 
day trip to Gemtree Caravan Park, along the Plenty 
Highway.

It was an excellent opportunity for staff and students 
to spend a day out bush and to have an experience 
fossicking for garnets and other semi-precious 
stones. 

It was a bit cold for some.

Year Nine students looking for treasure.
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The Michael Long Cup is an annual event run by AFL Northern Territory where the most talented 
under-15 footballers are selected to showcase their skill at a representative level. This year the 
competition was held at the TIO Stadium in Darwin on 19th and 20th August 2022.

To be selected participants needed to commit to additional training, be a positive role model, and 
regularly attend school.

Noah Noble, Tony Penhall, Rahkarl Kerr, and Methuselus Noble were selected to represent for Alice 
Springs with Michael Clarke, Cy Hayes and Clayton Hayes selected to represent Tennant Creek. 

Seeing our Alice Springs Fellas team win the Michael Long Cup for 2022 really topped 
off the weekend winning against other teams across the Northern Territory.

Faye Ratara was selected to represent for Alice Springs but was unable to travel.

Well done to everyone.

Clayton Hayes, Cy Hayes and 
Michael Clarke

 Rahkarl Kerr, Noah Noble, Tony 
Penhall and Methuselus Noble. 

 Tony Penhall, Methuselus Noble, Mr Zane (and daughter), 
Noah Noble and Rahkarl Kerr. 

Michael Long Cup 2022
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SCA Business Class and Industry 
Connections Tourism Class

On Thursday 1 September 2022, the two senior classes combined for an educational visit to 
Standley Chasm to learn more about The Angkerle Atwatye business.
There were three main parts to our visit. 
a. Arrernte Culture talk with Dave
b. Aboriginal Art with Aunty Colleen
c. Running an Aboriginal business with Nova
Students expressed ideas on what type of business they could do back home, such as: 
- Dot painting and storytelling about culture.
- Running tours around community.
- In 5 years, I start my own business.
It was a fun and valuable day of learning, even though it was raining and cold.
Written by Orlando Rubuntja and Paul Tolliday.

Martina Mangaraka and Aly Hayes working 
on their boomerangs.

Nova talks about running an Indigenous business.

Keanu Martin and his boomerang.Aunty Colleen guides us on painting boomerangs.
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It has been another productive term in the music department. Our students have been 
exploring how world music has influenced Aboriginal artists and, in turn, how they have used 
that same influence to create new and unique musical styles. Students have explored the 
way Aboriginal artists have used the framework of popular genres such as rock, reggae and 
hip-hop to incorporate their own cultural traditions such as instrumentation, lyrical themes, 
dance and body paint to create their own sound. 

Students have learned about the power of Aboriginal artists music to allow their voices to be 
heard on the world stage.

Students have also tested out their skills on the Ableton music software this term. With over 
20,000 built-in instruments, sound effects and samples, many students have created original 
compositions which reflect their own musical tastes, styles and personalities.

Peter Leo playing drums. Kathan Dixon-Stafford working on the lyrics.

Shinaya Murphy shows Whitney Pepperill and Anna Doolan a video of 
them playing.

Music

Liam Thompson playing keyboard.
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It has been a rip-roaring Term Three at Yirara College, and the Clontarf Academy has been along for 
the ride! Thank you to the amazing families, communities and school staff who are so much a part of 
the success of this incredible place, and particularly for your support of our Clontarf Academy.

One of the highlights this term that has gone a bit under the radar has been the amazing turn-out of 
fellas to morning training. Even in the bitter cold and fog we have been getting over 30 young men 
out onto the footy oval twice a week at 6:30am to sweat, laugh, and start the day off with a bang. On 
top of the fun, they are building that all-important life skill of dragging yourself out of bed when all you 
want to do is sleep – something that will hold them in good stead as workers (and bosses)!

Congratulations on your resilience and your positivity, fellas – you inspire us!

Other highlights have included volunteering at the Old Timer’s Fete, entering the Red Centre Nats 
Street Parade for the second year running, an amazing Employment Forum, trips to Uluru, Tennant 
Creek and the West Macs, after-school basketball and footy matches, regular health checks, and lots 
of rich activity and interaction in the academy room. 

Wishing everybody a lovely break and looking forward to an action-packed finish to the year!

Clontarf Academy

Finish our morning training session, Wednesday, 3 August 2022 at 7:13 AM, before enjoying our big breakfast.

Dawn training in the the very rare, morning fog.
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Clontarf Employment Forum 

Red Center Nats.

Kyrel Noonan, Cy Hayes and Stanley Allen helping 
volunteer at the Old Timers Fete.

Leyton Anderson at the Leadership Dinner, 
Club Eastside.

Leadership Dinner, Club Eastside.

Sandy Anderson and Aaron Palmer talk about work and life after Yirara.

L to R - Leyton Anderson, Leroy Jones, Carlos Bill, 
Alec Wilson and Jadekiyah Evans.
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We celebrate Aboriginal culture and this year’s slogan was – 

Get Up! Stand Up! Show Up! Which we do every day!

The Yirara College NAIDOC Day was held on Friday 5th August at Simpson’s Gap. The day was fun, 
celebrating a couple of different aspects of Indigenous culture.

We played a series of Indigenous Games from around Australia. Six lots of 15 minute rotations, then 
morning tea, followed by another six lots of 15 minute rotations meant that everyone experienced different 
Indigenous games from the old days before lunch. It was good to play games that tell us what it was like 
before modern ways, and how our ancestors would have played.

After lunch we had two guest speakers from CfAT Ltd, Centre for Appropriate Technology across the 
road from Yirara College in the Desert Knowledge Centre. Two Arrernte men: Mr Peter Renehan (Chief 
Executive Officer) and Mr Frank Curtis (Chairman). It was great to hear that NASA in the USA are talking 
to CfAT and planning how to use traditional owners in launching rockets into space and other new plans. 
Both men said that they weren’t the best at school, but they worked hard and were supported to learn and 
to lead. They are proof that for all of us – if we aim for the stars, we walk on the moon. 

NAIDOC Day

Team games. NAIDOC Day prize winners.

Mathayus Richardson, Damon Raymond and Leyton Anderson playing gamesMr Peter Renehan and Mr Frank Curtis speaking with Students.
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Yirara has had a long association with the Navy Community Engagement Program.  
Each year they bring a different aspect of Naval life to share with our young people. 
Students workshopped with the Adelaide Navy Band, trying out new instruments, 
showing off their expertise on familiar instruments, and surprising band members with 
their excellent drumming performances of ‘WipeOut”.  The Navy team joined in with 
some basketball, shared lunch with 
students, and finished the afternoon 
with a concert for students and 
staff.

Yirara students teamed up with the 
Navy crew at the Henley on Todd 
and placed second in their class.

Yirara students and staff come from different communities, cultures, and countries.  
At the start of the day, after being placed in teams, we had to think and problem-
solve challenges together. One of the positive outcomes of the day has been the 
building of a stronger Yirara College community.
Thanks to Norforce and their team for supporting the day. We enjoyed some great 
team challenges including spearing a target kangaroo (with poly pipe), lighting fires, 
swag races and first aid station.
Thanks to Aaron Palmer, a former student, now a member of Norforce who ran the 
morse code challenge on the day.
Congratulations to all students in the Blue ZIG -ZAG team for their win.

The very popular WipeOut druming competition.

Deciphering morse code. How to treat a snake bite. A running race to see who 
is the fastest.

Tug of war with the army.
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For more information, please contact the College on 

(08) 8950 5644 or email   info@yirara.nt.edu.au

Yirara College was established initially in 1973 as a government secondary residential college for Aboriginal students.
Later in 1991 negotiations between Finke River Mission (FRM), the Central Australian Aboriginal parent family client group, the Northern Territory 

Government and the Federal Government commenced with the aim of FRM assuming control of the college.
FRM assumed control of the college in 1993.

Today Yirara College is a vibrant and busy community providing a wide range of teaching and recreational resources to its boarding students.

Yirara College of the Finke River Mission
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o During week four, Yirara College students, Keanu Martin, Tony Penhall and Peter Morris, 

travelled to the Juno Training Centre near Tennant Creek. They went to participate in training 
and assessments, for the VET Certificate II in Rural Operations, and Certificate III in Agriculture. 
Each fella was challenged to step out of their comfort zones in learning how to ride and care for 
horses. It was a new experience for two of the fellas who had previously not had anything to do 
with horses. It was exciting to see them achieved their personal goals.

While at the Centre, we had a look at the horticulture area and tasted some of the vegetables 
that were growing. The cherry tomatoes were delicious!

Along with a few students from another school, one of our fellas took part in a ‘chili challenge’. 

Tony successfully ate a chili with not even a sweat or running for a glass of milk. We found it 
very funny watching the other students cry, turn red and run for something to cool their burning 
mouths.  

Peter Morris enjoyed riding Harry.

Keanu Martin is riding Danetta.

Tony Penhall getting to know Storm.

Boarding will be taking our 
students to the Alice Springs 
Christmas show on Saturday 

November 18th 2022.

Special Christmas Special Christmas 
Upcoming EventUpcoming Event


