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From all of the staff here at Yirara College, we would 
like to wish our students and their family’s peace 
and safety over this Easter time, as we all remember 
that Jesus Christ gave his life that we may be set free 
from the constraints that this world imposes on us.

As we move forward from COVID we have had an 
almost normal term with many student activities, for 
example, some of our senior students attending the 
Police Cadets on Thursdays, while others have been 
involved in programs that inform them more about 
their rights and responsibilities around democracy.

Our sports exchanges with other local schools has 
been fun, with some students being involved in 
evening sports during the week.

It is with great pleasure we are able to announce 
our new school captains, Gary Hogan and Frederica 
Godilla, two very responsible and talented young 
adults.

The school is working very closely with the Finke 
River Mission Pastors that visit around the Central 

Desert Region.  This will help to improve our 
communications with the various communities our 
students come from.

We are looking forward to Monday 19th April when 
students start to return, and we feel very privileged 
to be able to offer them a good quality education 
that Yirara College provides.

God Bless, Chris England

Principal Yirara College

Message from the Principal

Karl Kenny-Cooper working on his Certificate I in Agrifood 

Operations and Certificate II in Rural Operations at the Arid 

Zone Research Institute.
Year 10 student Azariah Daylight from Jilkminggan 

interviewing Clontarf ’s Dwayne Powell.



Jesus and Sorry Business

When Jesus finds out
that his cousin John
has died in custody
he gets into a boat
and goes away by himself
to a lonely place.

His cousin John was killed dead
in King Herod’s palace.

This story is from Matthew Chapter 14.

Jesus goes out on the lake. The lake is 
called Lake Galilee. Lake Galilee is about 
20 kilometres from one side to another. 
You can see across it if you look hard.

At one end of the lake the Jordan River 
runs to the south. This is the same river 
where Jesus and his cousin were together 
for his baptism. When Jesus sees the 
river he would have remembered that 
day. But on the other side of the lake, is 

King Herod’s palace.
In the town of Tiberias.

It must have been hard for Jesus to see 
the river and remember the good times, 
and then to look the other way and see 
where his cousin was killed.

Jesus has known his cousin all his life, 
since even before they were born! Their 
two mothers, Mary and Elizabeth, met 
together when they were both pregnant, 
when Mary went to visit Elizabeth.

The day they met, Mary sang a song, of 
how one day God would turn everything 
upside down, and how the hungry would 
be fed with everything they need.

When Jesus stopped sailing on the lake, 
many people came to find him. He talked 
with them until night-time. But then it 
was too late for them to go to the villages 
to buy food. 

Then, just like in the song that Mary sang 
to his cousin, Jesus asks God to feed 
them all!  And we know the story; a boy 
brings a little bit of bread and some fish, 
but Jesus uses them, to feed everyone !

Even though Jesus is sorry for his cousin, 
he celebrates the moment they first 
met, so long ago, by turning the song his 
mother sang that day, into action!

Message from Ingkaarta Basil

Ingkaarta Basil and Tycelle Douglas 
singing with the ukulele.

Harmony Day
On Friday the 20th of March Yirara celebrated Harmony Day. It is a day to celebrate all of the diverse cultures that make up 

our country. Our School captains spoke about everyone belonging and deserving happiness. Yirara staff shared their culture 

with our students as they rotated through a variety of activities including dancing, painting and craft. 

The highlight of the day was when staff performed a dance from their culture.



Yirara College senior students have the opportunity to experience the world of work at various host workplaces around 
Alice Springs. This term our students were hosted by Coles, Alice Springs Toy Library, Reptile Centre, Salvation Army 
Thrift Shop and GAPS Kitchen in the Desert Knowledge Precinct. Work experience is a vital component of the Senior 
Years Learning Framework (SLYF) curriculum that our senior students are taking part in. During their time at the various 
host workplaces our students put into practice their learning from Career lessons at school. Placements offer our 
young people exposure to life and employment skills such as customer service, time management, following direction 
and other capabilities required to be successful after school.  

WEX - Work Experience

Likara Dickson working at Coles

Sherina Douglas working at Salvos Store

We have received positive feedback and encouragement from the host work places as well as the local community, 
students have been exceptional stepping up to different challenges throughout the week. Possible traineeships and jobs 
may be offered to a select few who have taken this opportunity to gain all they can out of this experience. 

We are looking forward to our next round of work experience and will seek more local business’ to host our students, 
offering experience in a wider range of careers. 

Howei Gurruwiwi working at Coles



During this term, Senior Class Foundations A, were looking at how to write a short story.

 It was interesting reading stories by Yirara students from other years, and even some from Miss Andrea’s class 
in North Queensland. As we all gathered around, we talked about what was needed to make a story into words.  

Firstly, we needed a title or name, then a setting, where it would be?  Of course, the people, or characters, 
needed to do something to make it interesting, a little excitement or even a mystery?  Lastly, we wanted it all 
planned out, and for it to have a happy ending.  Students added their sentences and ideas to help us build this 
story.

Senior Class Foundations A

A long time ago on an island in the middle of the Dead Sea, there was a group of people shipwrecked!  
There was a big sandy beach and a rocky mountain.  There were coconut and banana trees.  It was never 
cloudy. On this Island were a couple of springs and one of them, was a fountain of youth. They dipped in 
it and they found when they came out they looked young.  On the other side of the island was an active 
volcano, which they had no idea of…..

They started to make a plan to get back to the mainland, but first they needed to make some shelter in 
order to survive.  It was going to be cold at night! Jonothan had a flint steel and he made the fire to keep 
warm.  Tukashi had got the fish with a fish net they had created out of vines.  As the fish was coming close 
to cooked, they smelt like heaven to Jono, Tukashi, Peter, Rosella and her twin Isabella.

As they were trying to sleep they were hearing things in the dark.  Jonothan got worried and stayed awake 
all night for protection.  He built the fire up and kept hearing more and more noises. Jonothan thought he 
saw a little, short man running past him.  Then he woke up!  That was just his dream. 

The next day, they going to build proper shelter with wood, paperbark and waterproof leaves.  The men 
started building from morning, and the girls went looking for fruits, a waterhole, mangoes and bananas.  
They came back with heaps, and they told the men they found a waterhole and it was safe to drink and 
wash in.

That night the noises came back! So Jonothan, Peter and Tukashi lit some sticks and went looking in the 
cave on the side of the mountain.  They go inside to go check it out.  Then all of a sudden, they heard a big 
bang coming out of nowhere?  Then they saw all the rocks falling down, so they had to run out of the cave.  
They were concerned to what caused the bang, bang because everything started shaking.

It was beginning to be morning….They found out the volcano was erupting, so they really wanted to get 
off the island soon but luckily the sisters sort it all out.  They had started building a boat from bamboos, 
woods and parts from the shipwreck. Three days has passed and the volcano was starting to shake more 
and more.  The fellas joined in to help finish the boat and get some important stuff like food to take to sea. 
Then the volcano started erupting and there was flying lava balls everywhere. 

Jono shouted real quick, “Hurry. Hurry. Move quicker!!!!” So everyone just hopped on.  They were just 
worried. Four days passed.  Out at sea, they hear a loud noise coming.  They looked up to see a helicopter.  
A man was coming down on a ladder! 

They were all safe.

On Mystery Island



Student Support

Student Support said “Welcome Back” to our past 
and new students for this term. 

We have spent our time over this term, engaging and 
building strong working relationships with all of our 
students. 

Within Student Support, we have different areas 
which help assist our students if they are feeling 
homesick, angry, disengaged or just wanting to talk it 
out.  This helps them to adjust until they are ready to 
re-enter the academic workspace. 

We also welcome Headspace onto our campus.  They 
do a wonderful job assisting students and being a 
constant presence here, gives our students more 
confidence in talking about their emotions and 
feelings. 

Every term we allocate one day as a  “Students Reward 
Day”.  Our Rewards Day is to show appreciation to 
our students for the great effort they put in by doing 
what is right as they engage in the school curriculum.  
While at the same time, acknowledging how difficult 
it is for them to be away from their families at given 
time.

Our Rewards Days are filled with different activities 
and various food to ensure they have lots of fun. One 
of our Rewards Days had our students spread out 
across our campus racing each other. They enjoyed 
competing for prizes, as our Seniors were displaying 
good leadership skills towards our Juniors during the 
day.

The Student Support Team are very approachable, 
so if you have any concerns or would like additional 
support for your child.  Please don’t hesitate to give 
us a call on 08 89 505 657 

Setting up teams

Ping Pong Cup ChallengeDiving for points

Puzzle building at speed



Girls Academy

What an exciting start to 2021! For Activities/Electives this term, 
Jessie Bartlett (from Red Dust Role Models) came in each week 
to work with our senior ladies and year 9’s, to educate them 
on how to stay safe on social media.  Kirsty Hampton (from 
Congress) delivered the Deadly Choices Program to years 7 and 
8 ladies. The ladies enjoyed looking at the examples of health 
promotional props. that Kirsty brought in for them to have a 
look at.

We held a movie night in the Girls Academy space. Over 30 
ladies attended, and they enjoyed the drinks and snacks as 
much as the movie.  It was a good night, and they are looking 
forward to the next one.

Twelve senior ladies had a sleepover in the Girls Academy room 
at the end of week 6. The ladies dressed up and had a BBQ meal 
while playing a mystery game, which required them to do some 
acting.  There were many laughs, and the dinner was followed 
by a few movies. We had a tasty, hot breakfast the next morning 
before the ladies went back to the dorms.

The Girls Academy room is open after school, three afternoons 
a week. Ladies can enjoy doing some relaxing arts and crafts or 
just chill.  We took a group of U14 ladies to the AFL Gala Day. 
The ladies played so well to make it all the way to the Grand 
Final but lost to a stronger team.

Sophia and Moesha
Yirara Girls Academy

This term we welcomed lots of new students to our Yirara College 
Community. With six classes running we have experienced lots of 
new and stimulating activities. Students have been learning about the 
importance of “Encouragement” and how this can affect their well-
being in many ways. They have enjoyed creating their own canvases 
showing their understanding of this positive theme in various 
contexts. Awesome work Year 7/8s!

Students have also thoroughly enjoyed their learning experiences 
through their weekly excursions off campus. It is nice to go out and 
visit amazing places around Alice where they learn about its history, 
traditions and taking some cool photos along the way. This has been a 
fun and practical way for our Year 9s to take their learning outside of 
the classroom giving them a wider perspective and knowledge base. 
Well done Year 9s!

Middle School



2021 has started with a bang down at the Yirara Clontarf Academy.

After the disruption caused by Covid-19 last year, it has been amazing to see so many young men flock back to Yirara 
College to continue their education journey. 

We are very honoured to play our part in that journey and would 
like to thank each and every family for trusting us with your young 
men. 

A huge highlight early this term has been the size of our Year 12 
group which has grown to ten. These fellas have shown amazing 
leadership around the school and are really inspiring the young 
Brumbies with their commitment and positive attitudes.

As well as many amazing camps to places like Ormiston Gorge, Tennant Creek and Uluru, there have been amazing 
interactions in the Academy Room, with visits from NT Police, NT Cricket and Cricket Australia, AFLNT and the local 
Redtails/Right Tracks programme, as well as visits from our brother Academies at CMS, CSC and Tennant Creek.

Another major event in the Academy Room has been our Wednesday Warriors Ping Pong competition, pitting students 
against staff members from Academic, Boarding, Pathways, Support and Executive – and even Ingkaarta Basil! It has 

been a blast and will continue into Term 2 
until we can crown our eventual champion: 
King Pong.

The Clontarf fellas often participate in a 
community activity to benefit Alice Springs 
and this term that took the form of a Clean 
Up Australia Day interaction with Mayor 
Damien Ryan and Josh Burgoyne, MP. Every 
single fella in the Academy got out of bed at 
6:00 am and headed down to the Todd River 
to help in the clean-up. An outstanding 
effort.

We look forward to footy taking over next term as the Brumbies hit the road for the Northern Carnival in Katherine 
with our Young Brumbies, and the Territory Cup in Darwin with our seniors. And there is plenty more to get excited 
about, too!

Make sure you get on the first bus and plane, fellas, and we can’t wait to see you back for Term 2!

Clean Up Australia Day

Clontarf

Clontarf Wednesday Ping Pong Challenge



Electives – Tae Kwon Do

This term Yirara has been able to offer its year 9 students the opportunity to learn martial arts from Yun’s 
Taekwondo academy instructors Rachel, Damaris and Hannah De Kock. They have held separate afternoon 
training sessions for the ladies and fellas on campus.  Within these training sessions students learned the 
core values of Taekwondo. They are courtesy, integrity, perseverance, self-control and an indomitable spirit. 
This educational element was paired with the physicality of the students learning various punches, kicks and 
patterns in accordance with the Taekwondo martial arts model.

It has been great to see both our ladies and fellas groups 
participating and taking on board what they have been 
taught during these sessions. The instructors have 
enjoyed working individually with students and as a 
whole group.  They have also discussed the importance 
of keeping up their fitness, martial arts form, practicing 
self-control in their movements and how that can apply 
to their everyday lives. 

Towards the end of term the instructors provided 
our students with a fitness gift to encourage their 
continuation of being physical in their daily lives. 
Some have taken a personal interest to get involved in 
Taekwondo outside of school hours.

Year 9 Student Manacjia Karkadoo from Robinson River and Year 9A Teacher Rebecca Stephens with 
Yun’s Taekwondo academy instructors Rachel, Damaris and Hannah De Kock.

Rickarlia Foster,  Shakoda Wollogorang, Renaisha Wilfred



CLO Department

The C.L.O.s, or Community Liaison Officers, are the link between Yirara, families and our 
students. A lot of our work includes enrolment paperwork, and arranging for our students to 
travel from their home communities to Yirara College safely, and back home again at the end of 
the term. 

We get to spend a lot of time in communities meeting families and potential students, as well as 
catching up with some familiar faces of old students! We spend a lot of time out bush, driving to 
different communities as far north as Yirrkala, as far south as Mimili, west to Mutijulu, and east 
to Bonya.  We also help Yirara staff and students get in touch with families and communities. 

We feel very lucky to get to visit the places our students come from, and meet their wonderful 
families. 

Tycelle Douglas arriving in Alice from Borroloola

Heather Grant and CLO Bridget at Lake Maryanne 
near Tennant Creek Haasts Bluff flooding

CLO’s off road training session.

Approaching Borroloola



Male Boarding
It has been a new and exciting time with our Boarding Brothers this term.

Our dorms are slowly starting to return to the days of old, it has been so good to hear laughter throughout and the friendly 
banter between the students and their house parents.

Now with three students per bedroom, it has allowed for a lot more interaction at night with talking, sharing stories and 
experiences that happened during the Christmas break.  This has helped them to get acquainted, by learning more about 
each other and the different countries they come from.  

Our students have had a term full of activities, enjoying friendly competitions on our football oval, basketball courts,  in the 
dorms playing table tennis, games on the PS4 or watching a shared movie with the ladies in the chapel.  

We are also fortunate to have access to the volleyball courts in town 4 nights a week, while our younger students have 
been involved in the Patty Mills Indigenous Basketball Competitions 
held at Traeger Basketball Stadium.

Our new staff have brought new skills and ideas to the boarding space, 
with our students spending time getting to know them.

Overall, Term One has been a great start to the year, and we are excited 
and looking forward to what the next three terms may bring.

God Bless you all and see you next term.

Boarding Brothers.

Welcome to Female Boarding. 

As term one started, we were excited to welcome so many new 
and familiar faces into the Female Boarding space.  

Our new ladies settled in well, overcoming bouts of homesickness 
by making new friends and getting involved in life at Yirara.  It has 
been good to see our new boarders being taken care of by ladies 
that have been to Yirara before.

Throughout this term we have been involved in soccer with Mr. Mark, mixed and ladies’ beach volleyball, basketball with 
Miss Azalia and joined a local AFL women’s team.  Next term, we look forward to watching and cheering on as our ladies 
play in the local AFLW competition.

On weekends, we have been shopping each Saturday, going to watch the local football, swimming pool, movies and 
bowling. A highlight is the mixed discos and activities with the fellas and going on bus cruises around town.

We contuine our reading homework program on Tuesday and Thursday nights with our ladies being commended for the 
great effort they put into improving their reading, writing, spelling and comprehension.

From Female Boarding, we wish you a safe, happy and blessed Easter vacation with your families, and look forward to 
welcoming you all back for an exciting and fun filled Term Two. 

May God’s love shine on you all over the break.

From all of the staff in Female Boarding

Female Boarding

Enjoying the cinema in town.



End of Term One Student Awards - 2021

Flexi
Teacher: Mr Ciaran Woods
Most Improved    Kumanjai Doolan
Maths    Orlando Mulholland   
Integrated Learning  Bruce Charlie
Christian Studies    Peter Leo
Music     Peter Leo
HPE    Manacjia Karkadoo

Middle School 7/8 A   
Teacher: Mrs. Deb Waudby
Most Improved   Daniel Palmer
Maths    Saira Jones
Integrated Learning   Waylon Jack
Christian Studies  Delphina Marshall
Music    Zane Ellis
HPE    Waylon Jack

Middle School 7/8C   
Teacher: Mr. Michael Jantzen 
Most Improved  Meffimiah Jones
Maths    Dexter Daniels    
Integrated Learning   Marita Riley
Christian Studies   Meffimiah Jones
Music    Marita Riley    
HPE    Marita Riley

Middle School 7/8D   
Teacher: Mr. Liko Alosio
Most Improved  Mikko Beasley 
Maths   Shinaya Murphy   
Integrated Learning  Faye Ratara
Christian Studies  Jamaya Hingston
Music    Faye Ratara    
HPE   Rahkarl Kerr

Middle School 9A  
Teacher: Mrs. Rebecca Stephens
Most Improved   Jessie Stafford
Integrated Learning Tyrell Godilla
Math   Rickarlia Foster
Christian Studies  Tyrell Godilla
HPE   Patrick Campbell
Art   Tyrell Godilla
Digital Technologies Orlando Rubuntja

Middle School 9B  
Teacher: Mrs. Elizabeth Bishop
Most Improved  Shanika Foster
Integrated Learning Damon Anderson
Math   Renaisha Wilfred
Christian Studies  Shanika Foster
HPE   Tenace Mulholland
Art   Renaisha Wilfred
Digital Technologies Damon Anderson

Foundations A
Teacher: Ms. Andrea Hardy
Most Improved  Javis Noble
Integrated Learning Sherina Douglas
Math   Tyron Petrick
Christian Studies  Tycelle Douglas
Music   Tobias Hume
HPE   Jaiden King
Digital Technologies Jaiden King
Pathways  Jaiden King 
Pathways  Sherina Douglas

Skills & Training
Teacher: Ms Fleur Moreng
Most Improved  Jye Bill
Integrated Learning Samara Jones
Math   Rodman Henderson
Christian Studies  Jye Bill
Music   Jye Bill
HPE   Jye Bill
Digital Technologies Mehala Campbell
Pathways  Samara Jones
Pathways  Howie Gurruwiwi

Senior Class A
Teacher: Mr Pete Musinskis
Most Improved  Doreanne Grant
Integrated Learning Doreanne Grant
Math   Leshawn Raymond
Christian Studies  Zacc Stafford
Art   Wendell Patterson
HPE   Karl Kenny-Cooper
Digital Technologies Karl Kenny-Cooper
Pathways  Jarrod Downs
Pathways  D.K. Sherrin

Senior Class C
Teacher: Ms Florence Bourke
Most Improved  Frederica Godilla
English   Frederica Godilla
Math   Leroy Jones
Christian Studies  Tyrone Charlie
HPE   Qitarah Wallace
Digital Technologies Kirk Grant
Pathways  Tyrone Charlie
Pathways  Shenil Henderson

Guitar building elective



For more information, please contact the College on 

(08) 8950 5644 or email   info@yirara.nt.edu.au

Yirara College was established initially in 1973 as a government secondary residential college for the 
traditionally oriented Aboriginal students. Later in 1991 negotiations between Finke River Mission 
(FRM), the Central Australian Aboriginal parent family client group, the Northern Territory Government 
and the Federal Government commenced with the aim of FRM assuming control of the college. 

FRM assumed control of the college in 1993.

Yirara College of the Finke River Mission

Yirara College Senior Students  
Northern Territory Police Fire and 

Emergency Services (NTPFES) training 


