School Newsletter
A WORD FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Term 3 - 2016

Welcome to the end of another busy term
at Yirara College.

and commitment in supporting Yirara
College in this area.

This term we welcomed our new Deputy
Principal Karen Jessen. Karen spent time
in Hermannsburg in the late 1990’s and
brings passion and commitment to her
new role.

The support of Clontarf and the Girls
Academy within the College continues
to grow and school attendance has
increased with student involvement in
these programs.

This term middle school has actively
participated in a large range of activities. I
am extremely proud of the way the
students interacted with the Barker
College students during their visit and the
support and fellowship shown during
NAIDOC week at Living Waters Lutheran
Primary School.

I encourage you all to view the ‘HEY
SISTER’ video on YouTube that was
sponsored in conjunction with Red
Dust Role Models. Thanks to the
students involved and to Ann-Marie
and Bev for the support and
encouragement they shared with the
girls. The journey they shared in
developing, singing, rapping, acting
and relaying a strong message of the
effects of Fetal Alcohol Syndrome
disorder is something I encourage
each of them to be proud of.

Senior School students participating in the
Duke of Edinburgh Awards enjoyed a
week away from Yirara College on a trip to
Katherine Gorge and surrounding areas.
These students have worked well through
out the term 3 and I commend them on
the commitment to their studies. Term 3
has shown an increase in student
placement in the workforce and we thank
the Pathways team for their continued
support to students in this area.
Social Media has continued to play a
positive role in the promotion of Yirara
College. Our focus on promoting Yirara
College on Facebook is extremely positive
and the students are enjoying the
opportunity to be part of this. Our
Community Liaison Office is also on
Facebook keeping communities up to
date with travel and visits. This term has
also seen the inclusion of Yirara TV being
broadcast three times a week on ICTV.
Thanks to Viv, Paul and the students
involved in media for their tireless work

Boarding continues to play a
supportive role in the personal
growth and development of life skills
for our students. I thank the boarding
staff for the experiences and support
they share on a daily basis.
I look forward to Term 4 and the
opportunities that are being planned
and available to our students. I wish
you all a restful break and your return
in Term 4.

CAAMA Award for
Sharnelle Shadforth

Hey Sister Video

Inter-School Carnival

All of the Thanks
must go to God.
Roger Ashcroft
Principal
Seniors Camp
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On Friday
September 9th- Select Yirara College students
headed off to Head St Oval for the Annual
Interschool Athletics carnival.
All students involved had a blast competing against
the 12 other schools from all around Alice Springs.
It was great to see Yirara students act as positive
role models for the school and participate
respectfully giving their all.
Well done to the students below who achieved
ribbons in the following events:
Kaitlyn Armstrong- 1st senior girls High Jump
Crystella Campbell-1st Senior girls Shot put
Pristina Briscoe-1st Senior girls Discus
Connie Kirkman- 3rd Junior girls Long Jump
Erin-1st Junior girls Long Jump
Angus Hodgson- 1st Senior boys 200m, 3rd senior boys 100m final
Aaron Palmer-2nd Senior boys shot put
Silvagni -3rd Senior boys High Jump
Taciano Elkedra-2nd Senior Boys High jump
Derek Thompson-3rd 100m heats
Quinsley Rankine- 1st junior boys 100m heats

This term our broadcasting program has progressed to students voicing promos, editing them, for their
show on 8ccc community radio Fridays 1 to 2pm. Another part of this program has been the
development of Yirara Breakfast shows. These have been pre-recorded and played in the student dorms
to help everyone wake up.
The breakfast shows have been recorded in our own studio, and
then edited in the classroom using a computer program called
Audacity. We now have our weekly Yirara TV episode played on
ICTV every Friday and Saturday evenings, also on Sunday morning.
This has been a great step forward for not only for our students,
but also their families in community who now can see their child
present a news program. The program is ever evolving so watch
this space for more exciting additions.

Reece Raymond at the 8CCC studio
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Message from our Pastor
learning and training in God’s word. The students learn the 10
Commandments, the Apostles Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and
about Baptism and Holy Communion. We enjoyed our time
together and now that confirmation lessons have finished, we
1 Timothy 3:15-17 “Since childhood, you have known the Holy can look forward to the confirmation service at Yirara College
Scriptures that are able to make you wise enough to have faith on Sunday 6th of November!
in Christ Jesus and be saved.16 Everything in the Scriptures is
This
God’s Word. All of it is useful for teaching and helping people
spiritual
and for correcting them and showing them how to live. 17 The
training will
Scriptures train God’s servants to do all kinds of good deeds.”
prepare the
The recent Olympic Games in Rio have meant that we have
students for
been able to watch a lot of athletes competing in their chosen life and for
sport. Of course, most of us would have been cheering for the work, and
Australians! Aussie, Aussie, Aussie oi oi oi. Some athletes
well as for
achieved their dreams and won a gold medal.
serving in the church out in their community. What a joy it is
to be able to train in God’s word so that our lives are strong
Others still
and we a prepared to face every day trained and equipped for
achieved by
whatever might happen. Most importantly, we know that
winning a silver of
Jesus loves us and in the words for the Christian song, So you
bronze medal.
would come, by Hillsong, “Nothing you can do Could make Him
Then there were
love you more And nothing that you've done Could make Him
some competitors
close the door.” That is the good news we train in and that is
that came close to
God’s word we live by. Inkaarta Brenton Fiedler
winning, but just
missed out. However, we all know one thing, that every
Sharnelle Shadforth completed the
athlete, every competitor, trained very hard, right from a
CAAMA Amplify Program.
young child, to be part of the Australian team. Every athlete
She is the second student to complete this program since it was
introduced. Congratulations Sharnelle.
represented their country as an Olympian because from a
Where
are
you
doing the course?
young age, they trained hard, work tirelessly on strength and
The
course
is
at
the CAAMA Training Hub in town.
spent many hours learning how to be the best person
What are some of the different aspects of Radio that you are
possible.
studying?
I have watched many young but strong students train and play
football and other sports here at Yirara College. They are
preparing their body and mind to play and compete to the
best of their ability.
Over the last couple of terms a number of Lutheran students
have been training. However, they
were not training for a sport, but
training in faith and knowledge of
Jesus Christ. We have 19
confirmation students this year!
That is very exciting. As St Paul
reminds us in 1 Timothy 3, the Bible
trains us in living our faith, and
teaches us how to use our body and
mind for God’s glory and to care for
other people. Confirmation is about

I learnt about paneling and sounds, how to talk on the
microphone.
How does it feel when you hear yourself on radio?
It is scary to listen to yourself on radio.
Do you think that a career in radio might be something that
you follow up? Yes.
What has been the most challenging part of the course?
It was hard work. It was hard remembering what all the
buttons did. Sometimes I felt nervous speaking on the radio.
Sometimes I really didn’t want to go and do this, but when I
got there I had fun and learned new things.
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From working with Barker College, experiencing
cultural connections with Living Waters during
NAIDOC Week and celebrating our amazing
German and American volunteers this term has
really been a very busy, but rewarding one.

Sadly we said goodbye to our wonderful American
volunteer Rachel who has worked so positively
with all of our students and then happily we
welcomed German volunteer Hannah into our
room. Both girls have been very encouraging of
We have further cemented our college the students and worked hard to challenge
partnership with Barker College by participating in students to achieve success in their learning.
team building activities and a bush tucker day Well done to all 7/8B students – I look forward to
searching
for your return in Term 4.—Miss Roxanne Egan
witchetty grubs and
cooking damper and
roo
tails
with
indigenous elders.
This was followed by
abseiling and rock
climbing at St. Philips College where Barker
College Year 9 students instructed our class on
how to overcome their fears to conquer the huge
rock climbing walls.
This terms topic has
been ‘SPORT’ with a
key focus on its positive
impact on wellbeing.
Students have studied
and keenly watched the
Olympics in Rio and learnt about new sports. They
have participated in a range of Olympic sports
during their Enrichment classes such as; rugby,
squash, jujitsu, soccer and hockey which were all
fairly unfamiliar to our students.
“This term we held a special “Mens Only” event in our
automotive workshop. Ian Watto of Shed Happens spoke to the
fellas about being champion men of God our heavenly Father. A
surprise visit by
Christian singer and
song writer Steve
Grace, who rode in
on his Harley as part
of his tour through
the desert to raise
awareness of youth
suicide.”
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Miss Olivia’s 7/8A class
Middle School 78A has focused on sport and
health in their communities. With a great
emphasis on footy, the students have enjoyed
learning more about their favourite football
team with the footy kids’ novels. A key focus
of the term was on improving reading and it
was amazing to see the improvement that the
students made as they enjoyed reading a
range of books. The students also developed
their cooking skills creating their own healthy
breakfasts, lunches and dinners. The fellas
loved making smoothies and are looking

forward to making them in their holidays.
During NAIDOC week and in Christian
Studies, the students created some wonderful
art pieces that they have taken great pride in.
MS78A have enjoyed a productive and
engaging term and look forward to more
learning and fun next term.

Teacher—Miss
Olivia Rose .

Middle School Class 7/8A
Steven Watson
Integrated Studies
Music, Health/PE
Shane Malbunka
Integrated Studies
Dray George
Numeracy
Robert Arnold
Numeracy,Christian Studies
Michael Woodman
Numeracy, Design
and Technology
Christian Studies
Middle School Class 7/8B
Lashonda Stewart
Integrated Studies
Anthony Wilyuka
Numeracy
Malcolm Butler/Multa Music
Tycan Bostock
Health PE Fellas
Sarafina Wilson
Health PE Ladies
Bryson Albert
Design and Technology
Anthony Raymond
Christian Studies
Middle School Class 7/8C
Calessio Rankine
Integrated Studies
Eric Jackson
Numeracy
Aloysius Hayes
Music
April Spencer-Nelson Health PE Ladies
Gideon Malbunka
Health PE Fellas,
Design and Technology
Latrelle Katakarinja
Christian Studies
Middle School Class 7/8D
Ashley Lankin
Integrated Studies
Warren Long
Integrated Studies,
Christian Studies
Nathaniel Djana
Integrated Studies
Tara Schober
Numeracy
Danielle Campbell
Numeracy, Music,
Broadcasting
Anthony Nish
Design and Technology

Middle School Class 9A
Kaylena Hodgson
Integrated Studies,
Music
Lucasta O’Keefe
Numeracy, Health PE
Enoch Farrell
Health PE Fellas
Yoanna Connelly
Christian Studies,
Design and Technology,

Middle School Class 9B
Peter Lane
Integrated Studies,
Design and Technology

Marlene Brady
Reece Raymond/Brian
Pristina Briscoe
Tyron Sena
Jeniva Malbunka

Numeracy
Music, Broadcasting
Health PE Ladies
Health PE Fellas
Christian Studies

Senior School Consolidation Class
Crystella Campbell
Stage 1 Essential English
Stage 1 ILP
Stage 2 ILP PE
Brittany Richards
Stage 1 Essential
Mathematics
Lazarus Jones
Stage 1 Work Place
Practices
Senior School – Special Programs
VET Agrifoods
Carey Small
VET Hospitality
Kierah Mitchell/Brady
VET Music
Presley Daniels
VET Community Service— Marika Jack

Senior School Work Ready Class
Derek Thompson
Literacy
Jeremiah Limerick
Numeracy, PLP,
Christian Studies
Senior School Foundations A
Taciano Elkedra
Literacy
Carey Small
Numeracy
Sergeo Downs
PLP, Science,
Christian Studies
Senior School Foundations B
Arthur Wesley
Literacy
Randall Norris
Numeracy
Roselda Teamay
PLP
Kierah Mitchell/Brady Science, Christian
Studies
Senior School Essentials
Kesley Nish
Stage 1 Essential English
Stage 1 Essential
Mathematics
Alvino Anderson— PLP
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Our VET Certificate 2 Agrifoods students went to Mistake
Creek as an intensive component of the course. They worked
on the cattle station with early mornings, full days, and
learned about cattle station life. The young men had the
following to say about the experience…
What was your highlight?
Aaron – Working with cattle and improving my stock
handling
Lazarus – Camping under the stars and talking stories was
my favourite part of the trip
Steve – I learnt about saddling a horse, and handling horses, I
am now much more comfortable with this, I enjoyed riding
horses.
Ezra – Working with cattle

Students with the support of Kmart staff are
learning important employment and life skills,
and getting paid to do it. Shannon attended work
experience, had an interview and commenced work
at Kmart. This is what Shannon had to say when
we asked him some questions.

Shannon, where are you working?
I am at Kmart.
What kind of tasks are you doing in your workplace?
Fold up clothes and packing shelves.
What are some of the things you are learning at Kmart?
How I can help other people.
How do you feel working in a big store?
It’s fun working with other people and talking to them.
What did you learn?
Aaron – I learnt to be more comfortable working with horses Do you think that a career in Kmart might be something
that you follow up?
and cattle, not by myself, but as part of a group
Lazarus – When you are talking story with other people it
Maybe not, but it’s a good experience.
makes you feel happy and proud of yourself
What has been the most challenging part of working
Steve – I learnt how to control a horse, and how to make
at Kmart?
them follow instructions
Sometimes it’s hard to remember where all the items
Ezra – How to control a horse
are in the store when I have to unpack them.
What is the best part about of your job at Kmart?
I like folding the clothes and talking with everyone.
What skills are you learning? And how do you think this
might help at school?
I am learning how to
communicate better, and how
to work with others. This will
help me at school.
How does it feel to be earning
your own money?
I am proud to be earning
money. I can buy clothes and
other things.
What advice would you give to
What was the most challenging part for you?
other students about applying
Aaron – I loved every moment of the experience
Lazarus – Trotting on a horse
to work at Kmart?
Steve – Trotting on a horse
I would tell others to get a job
Ezra – How to ride a horse, it didn’t always move how I
there. It’s a good place to
wanted it to!
work, lots of friendly people
Can you offer advice for other students doing their
and Meg is a good boss.
Certificate 1 Agrifoods?
Aaron - I hope the next Agrifood group act responsibly and
have this opportunity to go to other places and represent
Yirara College and the Pastoral Futures industry.
Lazarus - I hope you make it through Cert 1 – because Cert 2
is awesome and fun!
Steve – Stay at school, be strong, and always go to Agrifoods
– it will give you something for the future.
Ezra – Just keep learning and stay in class.
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On Wednesday 17th August through to Friday 19th August,
the Girls Academy held their very first Leadership Camp
with 28 Students from the Middle School (years 7/8/9).
The Camp was held at the MacDonnell Range Holiday
Park, over 2 nights and the girls slept in the big
Bunkhouse, and participated in the workshops in the
Kanga/Emu Room.

they listened well and participated in the
group discussions.
The second part of Day 2 was presented by Billie O’Keefe
from Red Dust Role Models and the Workshop was
around FASD (Foetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder). The
Topics of Discussion were: What is FASD? Respectful
Relationships, Safe Alcohol and Healthy Relations.
From this Workshop the Students discussed and wrote
down all the key messages they learnt, to put into a Rap
Song and create a Video clip.

The next session focused on the song writing, the music
and the messages that
they wanted to
communicate about
looking after their bodies.
From there the Students
The camp got off to a great start with the girls
were introduced to the
participating in some fun activities with Josh Mapstone
RDRM Music Crew and
from Bluearth. They played a lot of team building
discussed how they
activities and done lots of running around. This was
wanted the video to look
followed by a beautiful Welcome to Country Ceremony by
Kumalie Riley, against the backdrop of the amazing ranges and the message they wanted to take back to Community.
The Students decided how they were going to contribute
surrounding the Park.
to the video in terms of the lyrics, music, recording,
The first day of the Leadership Camp focused on
singing, dancing and the editing process.
strengthening self-esteem and resilience and developing
leadership potential by building confidence and self-belief. Scenes were filmed around the School with the Students
dancing, playing footy and rapping. The filming and
This was delivered by Catie Kirke who runs the ART your
recording took place with the Girls in the Academy Room
life Program (Activate, Re-shape, Transform). The girls
participated in a range of activities such as: Foundations of as a part of our After School Program. All the girls were
Success, Mechanics of the Mind Positive Thinking, Healthy hands on through the whole process, from start to finish.
They had great fun making the video and recording the
habits and body Love as well as Money Matters.
song. Congratulations to all of the girls for a fantastic job.
The girls finished off the workshop by completing their
Overall, for our first Leadership Camp, it was very
own Vision Boards, which laid out their goals and
aspirations. The Students really enjoyed this activity and successful, and the Student’s engaged and participated
very well in all discussion and workshops. They even
took a lot of time and pride in completing them.
managed to have a lot of fun as well. By Bev Angeles and
Day 2 of the Camp was just as busy with workshops with
Anne-Marie Mabus —Girls Academy Co-ordinators.
Tangentyere Domestic Violence Specialists Children’s
Service, who presented the STAR Program (Safe Talks
about Relationships Program). The Workshop focused on
the 8 types of Domestic and Family Violence, the Cycle of
Domestic and Family Violence, the impacts of Domestic
and Family Violence, as well as identifying Protective
Behaviours.
This was a hard hitting workshop for the Students, but
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Term 3 - 2016 has been a busy and exciting time in Senior School.
In English classes, Foundations and Work Ready classes have
been studying one of the most prolific writers of all time,
Shakespeare. All senior school students have had the
opportunity to write about their life in remote Australia and
enter the ABC’s nation-wide Heywire competition.
Foundations and Work Ready classes have commenced a
science program, bringing more variety to their academic
timetable. Essentials and Consolidation classes have been
working out at the gym whilst preparing a Maths Folio which
analyses a series of measurements about their personal
health, strength and fitness. All senior school students
studying the compulsory Stage 1 subject, Personal Learning
Plan, have visited the Alice Springs Careers Expo and prepared
their own resume’s. New in Term 3 has been a weekly visit
from Congress staff to deliver health sessions to Foundations
and Work Ready classes. Students have continued popular
classes with Girls Academy and Clontarf which focus on
healthy lifestyles, career opportunities, developing team work
and leadership skills, and getting out and about in the wider
world.
News from the Pathways office is that seven more students
were awarded their
Learners Licence and have
started their driving
lessons in Alice Springs.
One student has
completed the entire
DriveSafe Program and
been awarded her
Probationary Licence –
congratulations Kaitlyn
Armstrong.
New VET courses have been on offer for students, with a
choice of training for the pastoral industry in a Certificate I in
Agrifoods, learning cooking skills in a Certificate I in
Hospitality, and graduates of the Certificate I in Foundation
Skills have now commenced study towards a Certificate II. In
addition, students with talent and interest have been invited
to participate in weekly VET classes in Music and Media at
Charles Darwin University. The four fellas enrolled in a
Certificate II in Rural Operations, Lazarus Jones, Steve Silver,
Aaron Palmer and Ezra Tanami had the chance of a lifetime
studying at Mistake Creek Station for two weeks at the start
of the term. The fellas worked alongside station staff to look
after the cattle, master horsemanship skills, and get a real
taste of life as a stockman.
The highlight of Term 3 for many students was camp week.
Students unable to attend the camp participated in several

excursions, visiting the
Henbury Meteorite
Craters, volunteering at
community
organisations in Alice
Springs, and learning
new arts and crafts skills.
Meanwhile more than
30 students headed
north to Katherine
Gorge on their Duke of
Edinburgh Award Adventurous Journey. We stopped at many
sights along the way including Devil’s Marbles, Mataranka
Thermal Springs, and Cutta Cutta Caves. Students had a
chance to meet with Indigenous staff who provide tourism
activities to the many people from all over the world who visit
Katherine Gorge.
Whilst some
students had never
been in a boat at all,
everyone stepped
up to the challenge
of canoeing through
the gorge. We
paddled between
the beautiful steep
cliffs before
stopping to swim
and to wave hello to the tourist boats passing by. Before the
sun rose one morning, everyone in the group hiked to the top
of the first gorge, enjoying the stunning view and reflecting on
the teamwork and friendship that made the camp such a
success.
A massive
congratulations to all
students and staff
for such a wonderful
time in Term 3. Term
4 promises to be
equally jam-packed
with opportunity, so
all senior school
students need to be
back on campus on the very first day. There will be a formal, a
graduation, a Duke of Edinburgh Awards ceremony,
Confirmation, Clontarf and Girls Academy camps, along with
the ongoing study and VET opportunities. Wishing everyone a
fabulous holiday and can’t wait to see you for Term 4!
Lauren Wapling - Senior School - Coordinator.

Yirara College of the Finke River Mission
Yirara College was established initially in 1973 as a government secondary residential college for traditionally oriented Aboriginal students. Later in
1991 negotiations between Finke River Mission (FRM), the central Australian Aboriginal parent family client group, the Northern Territory Government
and the Federal Government commenced with the aim of FRM assuming control of the college. FRM assumed control of the college in 1993.
Today Yirara College is a vibrant and busy community providing a wide range of teaching and recreational resources to its boarding students.
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