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In Chapel this term we have been hearing some of the 
stories about God’s care for poor people, and for people 
who are hungry. 
We have heard 
about some of 
the old ways 
from long ago; 
ways that 
God had for 
caring for poor 
people. 

Some of these ways were special laws; about not picking 
all the fruit on your trees, but leaving it for people who 
are hungry to come and take; about not picking all of the 
wheat in your field, but leaving it near the fence for poor 
people to make bread. We heard about the way in which 
if a family lost its ancestral land, it could get it back for 
free, every 50 years, at the great year of Jubilee. And we 
heard about how every 7 years all debts were cancelled, 
so that people trapped in debts they could not pay, 
would be set free from their debt, and instead be able to 
use their money to buy food. 

In the Bible, many things are important, but the biggest 
worry God has, is about caring for people who are hungry 
and poor. It is mentioned more than 2000 times!

Sometimes we might think God only cares about heaven. 

But that is not true. God cares about all our life. And 
about our life right now.             Amen Amen.

School Newsletter
Term Three - 2019A word from our Principal

“I was hungry and you fed me, thirsty and you gave me 
a drink; I was a stranger and you welcomed me”

Mt 25: 35

His Royal Highness, The Prince Edward visits your school

On 16 September, the students and staff of Yirara 
College were honoured by the presence of His Royal 
Highness The Prince Edward, Earl of Wessex KG GCVO, 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees for The Duke of 
Edinburgh’s International Award, acknowledging the 
60th Anniversary of the Award in Australia.  

After the wonderful Welcome to Country by Benedict 
Stevens, HRH met with students involved in the award 
and they shared their experiences with him.

The Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award program 
supports students in achieving goals, and acknowledges 
their participation and successes.  Some of the ‘soft skills’ 
such as confidence, leadership, resilience and initiative 
are developed in this program, encouraging students to 
become valuable community members. 

His Royal Highness also met students from Clontarf, 
Girls Academy, and the guitar making class. His Royal 
Highness was welcomed by and greeted students as he 
went through the school grounds. Other local schools 
were involved in the Duke of Edinburgh Awards also 
attended, including Acacia Hill School, Centralian Senior 
College, OLSH, St Joseph’s Flexible Learning Centre and 
St Philip’s College.  We also had a very good speech 
from the School’s Board Chair Tim Stollznow.

His Royal Highness encouraged all students who participate 
in the program and I would like to thank and congratulate 
Mishai, Dannelle and Sheneil for their involvement in such a 
wonderful day.

We have also had a review of processes and practices in 
Female Boarding. We have contracted a person to oversee 
the implementation of the recommendations of the review. It 
is our intention to make Female Boarding a better place for 
our girls to live.

I thank the staff and students for their commitment and 
encouragement this term and I wish you all a restful term 
break.

God’s blessing to you all,

Chris England

PRINCIPAL

Message from Ingkaarta Basil

YCTV
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Year 7/8 Class Fun
In our year 78 classes we have had a fantastic time 
exploring and learning about the life cycles of animals.  
We explored the life cycles of plants, insects, amphibians, 
birds and mammals. 

The students had a fantastic time getting their hands 
dirty in growing their own bean plants, creating a habitat 
for frogs, spiders and looking at their own human life 
cycle.  

They also had the fun opportunity to go on an exciting 
excursion to the museum of Central Australia where 
they had a guided tour of some of the life cycles of our 
central desert creatures.

In Student Support, this term, we focused on 
engagement, wellbeing and helping our students 
make it right when things go wrong. 
Student Support have 3 different areas that 
students can come to if they are feeling sad, angry 
or disengaged and we help them work through 
their feelings until they are ready to return to the 
academic spaces.

We have rewards day throughout the term to show 
our appreciation to our students for trying and 
working hard to make their goals. Here is one of 
our reward days at the town pool. We took half a 
day off the academic space and had fun relaxing, 
eating burgers and playing on the obstacle course. 

Support for Students
Student Support Department

From our Kintore Campus
We are always thankful to those that take the time 
and effort to visit our school out in the remote bush 
and this term Greg Miller (Yirara’s Deputy Principal) 
and Stuart Traeger (Spiritual and Cultural Leader - 
LEASNW Adelaide) spent a few days with us. Greg 
taught our students for the day while Stuart did 
some Personal Development sessions with Sherill 
and Graham.
As part of 
our Christian 
Studies this 
term we studied 
the second 
Jewish king 
named David. 
Specifically, we 
studied him as a 
king which was 
an extension 
of our social 

studies theme of looking at royalty within the 
Australian context. 
Thanks to our maintenance men at Yirara Campus 
who shaped and cut our plywood shield outlines 
for us to measure and decorate with specific and 
personal crests and emblems. 
After some careful measurement we were able to 
stick on a cross and make stencils for the emblems 
to be painted. Each student included their own 
initials and chose their own crest to be painted 
onto their individual shields.

YCTV
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This term saw some of our senior students travel to 
Anytime Fitness Gym in town to explore their bodies 
and be introduced to different types of exercise 
and physical activity. 

For a lot of the students, in particular the ladies, 
this meant trying new things. However, everyone 
managed to challenge themselves, support each 
other and most importantly have fun. 

Many thanks to the drivers for driving us there every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Most importantly, 
thanks to Mr. Chris, Mr. Ian Thompson and the 
Anytime Fitness Staff for giving our students the 
opportunity to use the gym.

Firstly, we welcome our newest addition to the 
CLO family: Kirra Willow Watterson, daughter of 
Director of CLO Bec Terrell and her partner Josh. 
Congratulations to this new family!

While our Director Bec has been away on maternity 
Leave, we have had seasoned Community Liaison 
Officer Pete step up into the Acting Director role. 

Term 3 has been a very busy term for the CLO 
Department. During the holidays, CLOs were 
out and about visiting families, students and 
communities in preparation for the upcoming 
term. 

This term saw students come in from new or 
ex Yirara communities Menngen, Beswick and 
Doomadgee, as well as increased numbers from 
our existing communities.

Many students have been participating in their 
home community sports weekends and rodeos 
with CLOs visiting and transporting students 
to and from some of these carnivals. These are 
always great opportunities to visit communities 
to engage with and get to know families.

We look forward to seeing all of our current 
students, and hopefully those that got ‘lost’ this 
term, return for Term 4 and the exciting activities, 
camps and formal that are coming up.

Our CLOs will be out in 
community over the school 
holidays to visit students 
and families, so keep an 
eye out for us and please 
come and say Hi!

Anne-Marie and Anthony 
Gates, Community Liaison 
Officers.

CLO Team travels
Community Liaison Office

Christian Studies
In Christian Studies lessons in Term 3 students were 
asked “What if…?” questions as they learned about 
people living in refugee camps and some of the 
poorest countries in the world. Questions like “What 
if my water made me sick?” or “What if my toilet 
was the forest?” 

Julie Krause from Australian Lutheran World 
Service (ALWS) shared stories of personal 
experiences and daily life for some of these poor 
people. Students then made models of some of the 
things they had seen in the photos and videos. Bible 
stories were also explored as students considered 
how God wants Christians to respond to the poor. 
Students then thought about how the Yirara family 
can help these people through agencies like ALWS. 

Thursday and Friday mornings the Yirara Aunties 
lead the singing in language for Chapel and then 
join students in a Christian Studies lesson.

 Chris Altus and Sharon Jude (Christian Studies Team) 

Some of our fun when out bush.

Health
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CLONTARF magic....
This term over in the Clontarf corner we have seen 
many new faces, travelled to many places and had a 
great fun filled term.

We teamed up with Centralian Senior College and 
Barker College for an exciting camp out to Black Tank 
for some great two way learning. Our fellas learnt 
from the Sydney students and in exchange our lads 
made bush medicine, cooked roo tails and shared 
stories around the fire.

Our seniors travelled to Uluru where they rode 
bikes around the Rock, learnt about the cultural 
significance of the place and what job opportunities 
lay with Yulara. It was great to have Pastor Basil join 
us on this camp.

The third camp we went to Tilmouth Wells with 
Centralian Middle School and Centralian Senior 
College for our annual R U OK Camp where we had 

Tobi Churchill from Headspace come along and 
facilitate some workshops around mental health.

We saved the best for last as we headed north 
to Katherine for our annual Top End Cup where 
Clontarf Middle School teams from the NT get 
together for an awesome football carnival and 
much more.

On top of all these camps we have had many 
students complete their health checks, played 
other schools in Rugby, Volleyball and Football. 
Classes have learned how to play Golf, hosted 
smoothie challenges and learnt about budgeting 
and buying meat from the butchers to feed a 
family of ten. 

We look forward to finishing off an amazing term 
and ready for a massive term 4 where we take our 
juniors to Uluru and our seniors to Queensland.

YCTV
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Yirara
Girls
Academy

What a busy term it has been for the Girls Academy 
Program.  At the start of the Term, we had 60 students 
on Campus, which meant that it was a very busy time. 

As per usual we ran our Girls Academy Elective 
Programs, combining Community Services visit to Hetti 
Perkins and a Sister School Program with the Senior 
Girls from Yipirinya School.  The visits to Hetti Perkins 
are an important part of our Program, as it means that 
we can give back to our Old Women and spoil them with 
massages and pamper sessions. 

Our weekly classes with Yipirinya has also been great, 
as we have focused on life skills such as cooking and 
self-care to sports and arts and craft activities.  All of 
the year 10 Students participated in our weekly Strong 
Young Women’s Program with Red Dust Role Models 
which focused on stories from Country.

Back in week 4 we held our Girls Academy Senior 
Leadership Camp, where the focus of the Camp was 
“Caring and Sharing – for Self and Others”.  The girls 
participated in sessions with Daniel and Bianca from 
Relationships Australia exploring self care activities 
and recognizing the importance of taking time out 
for yourself.  The girls also participated in sessions 
with Jessie and Alice from Red Dust Role Models 
along with Sarah from Relationships Australia around 
reinforcing Identity as well as Cultural responsibilities 
and obligations. 

In the afternoons the girls engaged in song writing 
sessions as well as recording the video for our video 
“Me Time”.  A very big thank you to Steve, Wheeler and 
Ben for their fantastic work with the girls.  You can see 
the video https://youtu.be/zTnDdd9MHpM, or you can 
watch our Yirara TV full story here.

This Term also seen our Girls play in the School Girls 
AFL Competition against teams from St Philips, Ntaria, 
Centralian Middle School, OLSH and Centralian Senior 
College.  The girls performed really well over the course 
of the competition and just missed out on making the 
Grand Final.  

Dannelle Campbell and Sheneil Henderson attended 
the “No Women Left Behind” conference held at the 
Doubletree Hilton back in August.  It was a fantastic 
opportunity for the girls to hear inspirational stories 
from Women Leaders from across Australia.

In week 8, the Yirara Girls Academy held its Annual Quiz 
Night Fundraiser, to raise money for the Senior Girls End 
of Year Camp.  There were 13 teams that participated, 
and the Academy raised over $1600 on the night.  It was 
a fantastic night, with over 100 people in attendance. 

We would like to thank the following Sponsors, who 
generously donated vouchers and prizes :

Centre Bush Bus, Yeperenye Shopping Centre Marketing, 
Hip Pocket Workwear, Alice Springs Cinemas, Creative 
Gifts & Awards, Kmart, Woolworths Alice Springs, Coles 
Alice Springs, Kungkas Can Cook, Macdonnell Range 
Holiday Park, Red Dust Role Models, R.D.C.  (Faye And 
Peter Strachan) and Caama Radio.

Congratulations to the winning team Quizzards of Oz.

We would like to welcome Kylie Campbell, who is the 
new coordinator of the Yirara Girls Academy.  Kylie is 
taking over from Beverley Angeles who is leaving Yirara 
College after 4 years, to commence her new job at St 
Joseph’s Flexible Learning Centre.

YCTV
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Maths is an important skill that everyone uses every single day. From cooking dinner to putting petrol 
in your car, math’s is used to make decisions and solve problems. In 7/8D, we have been learning 
about how to apply the four operations (addition, subtraction, multiplication and division) to real 
world problems. This involves reading a problem, picking out the important information, deciding 
what operation to use and then finding an answer. 
Although maths is important, we sometimes find it a bit boring, so to help us enjoy maths we play 
games and complete our work outside the classroom. 
Some of our favorite things to do is to play jeopardy, 
where we are given word problems and either individually 
or as a group we race to find an answer. As the weather 
warmed up, we enjoyed going outside and using chalk to 
do our work on the concrete. This helps us to try multiple 
strategies without fear of running out of room on our page. 
Taking maths away from our books has really helped us to 
enjoy practicing our maths skills.

Pathways
As always the Pathways team are very busy.    
Year 9 – 12 attended the Career Expo this term. 
Students had the opportunity to talk to a variety 
of organisations seeking more information about 
potential career pathways.  Exposure to different 
industries extends options and worldview for our 
students.  

Thank you to our Duke of Edinburgh students and 
award leader Cate Driver for showcasing their 
participation and development of skills in; Service, 
Physical Recreation and Skills. We were honoured 
to host The Prince Edward, Earl of Wessex KG 
GCVO, in recognition of the 60th anniversary of 
the Duke of Edinburgh Awards in Australia. 

UniSA and Santos Engineering trip to Adelaide 
with Jacob and Telisha was successful, they were 
challenged physically and mentally. 

They talked with the engineer who designed the 
Adelaide Oval, and then conquered the climb to 
the top. One of the activities was to construct 
‘miniature buildings’ from foam balls and sticks, 
a shaking table gave a scale version of designing 
and engineering to withstand earthquakes. Their 
participation was acknowledged at a formal dinner 
including executive members of SANTOS, UniSA and 
the Karnkanthi Indigenous Education program.
Indigenous Allied Health Australia – IAHA. The IAHA 
team visited Yirara to talk about health careers 
for students, many work 
placements are available 
in remote communities.  It 
was great to see a group of 
young indigenous people 
inspire our students with 
their stories.   
Drivesafe training will be 
available, up to 15  students may be able to earn 
their learners license.  Ensure you are back at school 
early to enrol in the course or you might miss out.
Work experience and industry visits have been a 
focus for students to fulfil the industry-learning 
component of SYLF (Senior Years Learning 
Framework).  A variety of placements have become 
available, from childcare, to retail, administration 
and trades.  A big thank you to the many 
businesses and organisations that are willing to 
offer placements and support our students in their 
learning pathway. Thanks to William Knott for all 
his background work seeking placements and new 
opportunities.  

Using Maths Everyday

YCTV
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Male Boarding Female Boarding

To keep up to date with College 
activities, subscribe to our 

youtube and vimeo channel, or 
follow us on Facebook.

Term 3 has come and gone so fast for the boarding 
staff at Yirara College, 10 weeks of non-stop action 
packed activities during the week days as well as 
the weekends.
From brothers in the boarding space to enemies 
on the football field, we had a number of students 
take part in the finals football fever. Students faced 
each other to qualify for the grand final and the 
competition was fast and fierce as they battled it 
out to secure a spot in finals. Back in the boarding 
space things were much more relaxed as stories 
were told of great sportsmanship and camaraderie, 
students reliving some of the great moments they 
had both on and off the playing arena.
We also played some finals in the volleyball 
winning 6 straight games to just miss out on the 
grand finals in the local competition. Volleyball 
is becoming more popular with the young men 
forming a second team in the competition.
The sound of the big engines rumbling through 
town announced the arrival of the Red Centre 
Nationals, our students were very excited to be a 
part of the big weekend. They attended activities 
such as the burnout competition and also the 
drag racing. Following that weekend we attended 
the Bush Band Bash at the Telegraph station, an 
activity our fellas really enjoy and look forward to 
attending.

Male Boarding also supported the World Suicide 
Prevention Day walking with the local community 
to remember those that have gone and also to 
encourage others to speak up and live. We were 
all very proud to walk alongside each other and 
help raise awareness. We continue to support local 
business by attending the cinemas and bowling 
facilities as well as the local town pool and try to 
attend all gatherings in town.
Have a well-deserved 
break and look after 
each-other.
BLESSINGS,
 Male Boarding Brothers.

“Never pick all of your fruit, leave a lot on the 
tree for hungry people”

Leviticus 19: 9

We held a review towards the end of term two that 
highlighted the need to increase the ‘out of school’ 
Activities Program in the boarding space.

This has been the major focus of the boarding staff 
in term three.  The emphasis is being placed on 
developing a diverse range of sport, activities and 
excursions for girls to participate in:
• AFL training for selection to represent the NT
• Hip Hop Dancing
• Training in Make-up and hair styling
• Rugby League
• Volleyball 2 nights a week

In addition, the girls have had the opportunity to 
attend exciting events held during the Alice Springs 
Festival such as the Red Centre Nationals and the 
Bush Band Bash.  They go shopping each Saturday 
and can now shop on Tuesday and Thursday nights, 
if they need anything urgently.  They often attend 
Alice Springs Cinema to see the latest box office 
movies.

We have also opened an Art Studio and this gives 
the ladies a chance to do some artwork sketching. 
In Term 4 we will have some professional painters 
come in who will help the girls learn how to paint 
with acrylics.

Every Monday night in the dormitories, House 
Parents work with our student boarders on Life and 
Social Skills.  This is an important part of school life 
as it helps prepare our young people for when they 
leave school and boarding.

John Herd

Acting Head of Female Boarding
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For more information, please contact the College on 

(08) 8950 5644 or email   info@yirara.nt.edu.au

Colour Splash 2019
With over 50kg of coloured powder, crisp white shirts, colourful 

sunnies and heaps of energy, we held Yirara’s first Colour Splash event.
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